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DARBY AND SUSAN. 



There lived, in a pretty rural village, a homely, industrious, 
sensible, and contented couple, Darby and Susan. 

The tidy cottage that stood beside the village green, with the 
moss rose-bush and the sweetbriar before it, aiid the graveUed 
path edged with rows of box that led to its rustic porch, and 
the honeysuckle climbing over the waUs, till it half hid the 
little arched windows, and stretched its fragrant tendrils up to 
the brown thatch — that was their cottage. It was their garden 
that looked so gay and neat behind that pretty cottage ; and it 
was their cow that fed in the little pasture beside it. 

Darby and Susan were, in truth, a notable and a happy couple. 
Nobody brought such sweet scented hay to market as honest 
Darby, for so his neighbors were wont to call him ; and not 
undeservedly ; for nobody gave juster weight or fuller measure 
than he, in all the country round. Susan's fame had gone far 
and wide. She was a very pattern of housewives : up with the 
day, at work like her own bees, and as merry as the lark when 
it rises in the summer sunbeams. No honey was so transpa- 
rent as that from Susan's hives ; no cheese or butter, in all the 
parish, so good, as that she made. Her 'kerchief was thf 
whitest at the village festival, and her step the lightest at thr 
village dance. You might hear, as you passed her door, 11 k 
busy hum of her wheel ; and no lass, within twenty miles ol 
that village, spun a smoother thread, or a stronger. You migiii 
hear, too, at intervals, a song, whose merry tones cheered yoi!i 
very heart ; and that was Susan's, the sweetest and the blith<^^ i 
singer in all the country side. 

Darby always found a well-swept hearth, and a blazing f}i\ 
and a pair of laughing eyes, when he returned from market, 
cold and weary. And a blazing fire and laughing eyes are e\ 
cellent specifics against care and dulness. As h« sat, in l>'^ 
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long winter evenings, platting willow baskets, while his notable 
partner spread the spotless napkin and arranged his frugal 
Clipper, you might scarcely chance upon a happier man. And, 
after supper, when Susan always sung her merriest ditties. 
Darby would listen for hours, and forget to tell the strokes of the 
village clock. He was surely not sentimental, and he had heard 
all her songs for the hundredth time. Yet would his neighbors 
roguishly tell, that as they stopped before Darby's window to 
catch the last words of some favorite old ballad, they had seen 
him lay down his half-finished basket, and slip behind Susan's 
chair, to steal a kiss, with almost as much fondness, though cer- 
tainly with less awkward bashfulness, than when he stole the 
first from her rosy lips. 

Around, as within the cottage,— on Darby's little farm and 
in Susan's garden, every thing spoke the careful eye and the 
hvmy hand of its possessors. Their thoughts, inde^ centered 
in their pleasant home ; and for the world beyond, it was to 
them as though it existed not, except when Darby filled Dob- 
bin's panniers, and proceeded to dispose of the produce of their 
industry, and to gaze for the thousandth time with undiminish- 
ed wonder on the marvels and the rary-shows of a market 
town. Yet, even there. Darby seldom saw a merrier eye or a 
rosier cheek than his pretty Susan's, and seldom found a neater 
garden or a tidier home than his own : and so Darby was not 
given to inconstancy. 

Thus passed their quiet lives, without fear for the future or 
regret for the past ; with scarcely a wish beyond their littk 
possessions, and scarcely a care beyond the passing hour. They 
lived in the present, and enjoyed it, undisturbed by dreams of 
rich inheritance, either in this world, or the next. 

It chanced, one dark November evening, that a stranger rode 
into the village. He wore a long black Spanish-looking cloak ; 
and the boys, attracted by the unusual sight, foDowed him to 
the door of the village inn, where he alighted. As he entered 
the busy kitchen, he threw aside his upper garment, discover 
ing beneath a dress of the same color, very plainly cut, and 
somewhat threadbare. There was a merry party gathered 
round a fire that blazed and sparkled as a November fire ought; 
and there the oflficious landlady placed a chair for the stranger, 
who saluted the circle with a solemn " God be with you I" and 
then seated himself in silence. 

The laugh and the jest were hushed in a moment ; each jogged 
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his neighbor with a side glance at their visiter ; and, after a 
few commonplaces about the weather and the crops, first one, 
and then another, rose and'departed. 

" Who can he be ?" said the landlady to her help-mate, as 
the last guest prepared to retire. 

" Ask him," was the laconic reply. 

But this was not so easy, even for the assurance of Mrs. Mar- 
gery. Her first remark about the weather was answered in a 
monosyllable ; and there the conversation ended ; for the land- 
lady thought, as she expressed it afterwards, " that he was an 
uncomfortable looking man;" and so she smothered her 
curiosity, and left him to his own meditations. 

Margery's remark was not inapplicable to the stranger. His 
figure was tall and spare, and he stooped from his shoulders. 
Care was imprinted on the wrinkled brow, over wliich his 
straight black hair was formally combed ; and care and rest- 
lessness were in his dark gray eyes. There was a strange, absent, 
uneasy swimming expression, too, about those eyes. You 
might at times have imagined they were turned on the inward 
man, rather than occupied in scanning outward objects ; so dead 
and unsettled they seemed. And then again you might have 
supposed that they looked through the vulgar realities of sense 
to something of a vaguer nature, distant and longed for and 
unseen ; for in the frequent fixedness of his gaze, there was 
rather the excitement of eager and dissatisfied expectation, than 
the calmer expression of actual perception. 

Let it not be imagined that all these reflections passed through 
Margery's brain, and elicited the remark, "that he was an 
imcomfortable looking man." No ; she was not one of those 
who looked beyond the outward show ; but the outward show 
of that pale, thin visage, and gaunt figure, was unpromising 
enough. 

And, in truth, the appearance of the stranger did not belie 
his avocation. His labors and his thoughts were not of this 
world. His body, indeed, sojourned on our earth, but his spirit 
had wandered out of it. He walked through life with the 
careless indifference of a hasty pilgrim, who scarcely bestows 
a glance jot a thought on the scenes that open around him ; so 
deeply and solely occupied is his imagination with other lands 
and future prospects. He walked through life, not only without 
tasting its joys, but even unconscious that it contained any. As 
he conceiyed it the duty, so he made it the business of his life^ 

1* 
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to render others as careless of time and its labors and its plea- 
sures, and as careful for eternity, as he was himself. In a word, 
he was a preacher — a zealous, enthusiastic, untiring, consistent 
preacher. 

The morning after his arrival, Jem, the town-crier, sallied 
forth with a manuscript in one hand, and his well known bell 
in the other; Jem was considered, and he considered himself, a 
scholar. Yet he conned his task for the space of several minutes, 
puzzling over the hurried abbreviations it contained, and the 
blots that disfigured it, before he contrived to inform the curious 
and impatient crowd which had meanwhile gathered around 

him, " that a friend to the welfare of their eternal souls would 
meet them, God willing, in the oarish church, an hour before 
curfew." 

" Darby," said Susan, as they returned to their cottage, after 
listening to Jem's oratory, " what does all this mean ?" 

" Did not you hear what Jem said ?" rejoined her partner. 

" To be sure I did. He said somebody would meet us in the 
church. But what can we do in the church to-day ? It's only 
Thursday. What could the man mean ?" 

" He meant what he said," replied Darby, very sagely. " He 
meant, that somebody would preach in the church to-night." 

" La ! Darby ! To-night I on Thursday night T' 

" Why not ?" 

" Why not? How droll you are ! Wlio ever heard of preach- 
ing except on Sunday ? What would be the use of it ?" 

" The use ? why, what's the use of it on Sundays ?" 

" Oh fie ! Darby. You know it's proper to preach on Sun- 
day ; and you know it's proper for us to go to church then. 
But we need not go to-day." 

^ No," said Darby, as they entered the cottage, "we need not." 

" But must I put on my Sunday gown if I go ?" And Susan 
carefully took down a new straw bonnet, with bright yellow 
ribbons, that hung, pinned up in a white handkerchief, against 
the wall. 

" Just as you like," said Darby. 

" But won't the neighbors laugh if I wear my Sunday bonnet 
on a Thursday ?" persisted Susan ; at the same time smoothing 
and adjusting the rumpled bows. 

" I dont know," replied he. 

" But, if it's proper to preach to-day," reasoned Susan, " it 
must be proper to wear a Sunday bonnet too." 
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" I suppose so," said Darby. 

"Then let's go," said Susan. "PU put offTny churning 
'till to-morrow, and iron a clean shirt for you ; and you'll com« 
home at five o'clock ; and well dress, and go." 

Susan was not the only one who was startled at this inno- 
vation on week day customs. The villagers generally did not 
know what to make of it. Their own curate, a quiet, easy, 
good-tempered soul, who left his parishioners to arrange their 
eternal concerns, each according to his own fancy, never 
preached but once a week, on Sunday morning ; and no itine- 
rant preacher had ever yet visited the remote village. But a 
few of the more travelled having averred that, in other towns 
and villages, they had heard men preach on Tuesday, on Wed- 
nesday, on Friday, and, indeed they believed, on every day of 
the week, the majority concluded that, at least, there could be 
no great harm in it, though it was Thursday. So the day's work 
was hurried over j and at six o'clock, the church was nearly 
filled. 

If you had chanced to walk into that old cathedral-looKmg 
building, with its ancient gray aisles, and its well worn stone 
floor, and its small paned gothic windows, on a fine Sunday 
morning at half past ten o'clock, you might have witnessed a 
cheerful, if not a merry scene. As the eastern sunbeams stream- 
ed, in checkered rays, through the dusky pile, and fell on the 
faces and forms of the assembled audience, with all the painting- 
like effect of bold broad lights and shades, you might have 
fancied each quiet, silent group, a study for a master's pencil. 
It was not the silence of gloomy contemplation. There was 
still expression enough to interest the spectator. The hale, 
smiling old dame, her snow-white cap peeping from beneath 
her ancient bonnet, sat thinking over the tale of olden times, 
which she had been relating to a neighbor gossip, as they had 
walked slowly together to the house of prayer. The half- 
bashful, half-laughing lass, still pondered over the homely jokes 
and rustic e£forts at gallantry, with which her favored swain 
had wiled away their morning's stroll; while he sat in a 
neighboring pew, his face turned towards her, and his eyes, it 
would seem, intently fixed in study on an old, dark-red, well- 
worn prayer-book, which he held up before him with both 
hands ; although, as his sister who sat next him archly told 
after they left the church, " Harry's prayer-book was turned 
up side down, and you could see him looking over it, just em 



I 



S tjLBBY AND SUSAN. 

our old graiiiimother looked up over her spectacles at the 
minister, when he began his sermon." 

And if, as the service proceeded, the various expressions 
sobered down into the vacant look of indifference, or into the 
drowsy, half-repressed yawn, still there was nothing like 
ascetic gravity or bigoted severity of countenance in all that 
congregation ; for, in truth, there was nothing in their jovial, 
pleasant looking curate, to awaken either fear, enthusiasm, or 
austerity. He read over the service of the day in the same tone 
of voice, (only somewhat shriller and weaker,) and with the 
very same accent and emphasis, as he had read it twenty years 
h>€fore. He was a very regular uiau, iliai jolly curate ; regular 
at his meals, regular in his yearly visits to his parishioners, 
above all regular in his sermons. His stock of sermons held 
out precisely two years ; and so scrupulously did the good man 
adhere to the order of succession which he had once for all 
prescribed to himself, that several of his veteran parishioners 
were able to foretel, with unerring accuracy, not only the text, 
but even the length of the sermon, before they entered the 
church ; an effort of memory which obtained for them no little 
share of respect and admiration from their juniors in age and 
experience. 

Well might the appearance of the reverend stranger, then, 
form an era in the village history ; and little wonder that older 
and sager heads than the pretty Susan's were puzzled to con- 
ceive what it could mean. They had gone to church all their 
lives on Sunday morning, because, as Susan said, it was proper 
to go. Their curate had read prayers and sermons to them, be- 
cause it was proper for a curate to do so : and they had returned 
home, satisfied to have completed their Sunday morning's oc- 
cupation. To have absented themselves, would have been very 
wrong and wicked ; because Sunday morning was meant for 
people to go to church in ; and Susan would almost as soon 
have omitted to feed and milk her favorite cow, or Darby have 
forgotten his regular trip to market, as that either had missed 
their weekly devotions. 

But Thursday was not meant for a preaching day; and, 
even if it had been, it was not a stranger's business to preach 
to them. One old man observed, that, for his part, he wished 
people would be content, as their fathers and mothers had done 
before them, to put every day to its proper use ; while another 
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remarked, that he thought it little better than sabbath-breaking 
to employ the chureh on a week day. 

But curiosity ultimately silenced all scruples. They were 
to hear a sermon which the oldest parishioner had never heard 
before ; and the very text of which they were unable to foretel. 
The appearance of the preacher, too, as he had saimtered in 
reverie through the village dining the forenoon, had awakened 
an interest not unmixed with dread, so dark and severe-looking 
he seemed ; so totally different from their own good, easy pastor. 
" Darby," said Susan, as they entered the church, " is not it 
for all the world like Sunday ? It's very droll. I'm sure I shall 
lose count of the days this week altogether. I shall be thinking 
that to-morrow's Monday ; and I dare say I shall forget my 
churning, for you know I never chum on Monday" — 

" Hush," said her partner ; and he pointed to the spare, stoop- 
ing form of the stranger, as he advanced to the steps of the 
pulpit. " Hush, and sit down." 

It needed not a second warning to arrest poor Susan's lo- 
quacity. Her eyes met those of the preacher, and she shrunk 
back in actual terror from that unearthly, ascetic gaze. 

If the stranger's appearance had awakened curiosity and 
fixed attention, the manner and the matter of his delivery were 
well calculated to confirm the impression. After a few minutes, 
past apparently in silent devotion, he suddenly rose, stretched 
forward his long thin arms, closed his eyes, and in a low, solemn, 
earnest tone, commenced an extempore prayer. His audience 
was electrified. Scarcely one among the number knew that 
there were any prayers but those contained in their prayer 
books ; and, under other circumstances, perhaps, they might 
have been scandalized to hear a man address the Deity in other 
words than those the church had sanctified ; and address him, 
too, in a tone of mingled complaint and confidence. But the 
preacher's earnest sincerity, and his impressive manner, ex- 
tinguished every feeling of disapproval, and carried his hearers 
along with him. As he became warmed to animation, and in 
empassioned accents called on him who rides on the tempest's 
wing and speaks in its thunders, to bend the heavens and come 
down among the sinful creatures of his hand ; to snatch them 
from the evils and miseries that await the unregenerated sinner, 
and to rescue their souls from the pit that yawned before them; 
his congregation involuntarily followed the direction of his 
eyes, half expecting some special revelation of the divine pre- 
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sence amongst ^thein ; and when at last he closed his prayer, 
they sat in silent and breathless expectation of what they next 
might hear. 

The preacher's text was from Matthew, chap. 16. ver. 26. 
" What is a man profited if he gain the whole vx>rld and 
lose his own soul, or what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul ?" 

He read his text twice, paused, looked on the assembled au- 
dience, it seemed with a mixed feeling of sorrow and interest, 
and then proceeded : 

" There was a man who wandered into a strange country. 
He found it populous and fertile, its fields fair to the eye, 
and its pleasures pleasant to the senses. He was a man who 
loved his fellow mortals, and wished them well ; and who felt 
in his heart a willingness to sacrifice much for their happiness. 
He remarked, that the inhabitants of that country were con- 
tinually changing ; no one remained there more than one day, 
and that day each usually spent in singing and feasting and 
making merry with his friends. On the morrow he passed 
away, and the next day his very existence was forgotten. This 
grieved that man's benevolent heart: he sought to discover 
whither these travellers went, and what became of them. 

" After much diligent enquiry, he foimd that they all jour- 
neyed towards a dark valley, the entrance to which was cover- 
ed with goodly garden-trees and tempting groves of spices ; 
but within there was a tangled growth of thorns and cypresses; 
and a gloom, as of midnight, even when the sun was highest, 
and a damp chilly air, even when summer was fairest and 
warmest. He found that into that dismal valley the coimtry 
poured its thousand inhabitants, never, never to return. With 
much labor and difficulty he penetrated its sullen gloom, and 
discovered, that it terminated in a frightful precipice, down 
which the thoughtless crowd which but one day before he had 
seen rioting in careless enjo)rment, were hurried in headlong 
haste. He looked over that precipice, and below he saw a 
burning lake, that extended farther than his sight might reach ; 
and from all that wide lake there arose day and night, without 
ceasing, the piteous groans and the moving lamentations of 
those that were tormented in its flames. 

^ It pained the good man at his heart to see the writhings 
and tossing of hopeless wretchedness in that scorching un- 
quenchable lake; and to hear the ceaseless moanings thai 
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arofie from its fiery waters. So he stood by the entrance of the 
valley, beside its groves of spices and its goodly garden-trees, 
and cried aloud to those that would enter in, warning them of 
the burning precipice and the lake of fire below. 

<< Would ye know more of that fair land, and its passing in- 
habitants, and its dark valley ? Look around ye, fellow chris- 
tians ! Ye see it here. This world is the country whose fields 
are fair to the eye, and its joys pleasant to the senses. Ye are 
its inhabitants ; and the short day that ye spend in singing 
and making merry, that is your earthly life. The valley of 
C3rpresses and gloom is the valley of the shadow of death, and 
the fiery precipice beyond opens into the great eternal hell. 
I — I am that man that stands at the entrance of the valley, 
crying aloud to you to turn back while there is yet time, that 
ye may save your undying souls. 

" I cry to ye, as a father to his children, as a brother to his 
brethren. I tell ye, that valley is before you. Ye will die ; ye 
know ye will. Ye will sleep the cold, dull sleep ; — and where 
will your waking be? Your bodies will perish; where will 
your souls exist ? 

" Poor, thoughtless, misguided mortals ! Ye take thought for 
this life. Ye care for your bodies. For them ye labour ; for 
them ye spend your time and your talents ; for them — ^that shall 
return to-morrow to the dust whence they were formed. And 
ye take no thought, nor care, for your precious, imperishable 
souls. 

^* Can ye imagine a being whose life should be extended one 
million times beyond the term of your earthly existence ? Can 
ye imagine such a being giving all his thoughts and time and 
substance to increase the enjoyment of one little, short moment 
of his enduring life, a moment so brief that our senses should 
scarcely note its duration ; and wilfully casting from him, for 
the sake of that brief moment's enjoyment, the perfect happi- 
ness of a million of centuries? Can ye imagine a being so 
utterly childish, so blind, so mad as this ? 

" Yet such beings ye are. The smallest, shortest moment that 
your senses can distinguish, when compared to a million of 
centuries, is a thousand times longer than this life compared ta 
eternity. Yet for that single, passing moment, ye live, ye care, 
ye labor ; and ye are content to be tormented through the mil- 
lion of centuries. Are you not childish, and blind, and mad ? 

" Ye will tell me that ye h<^e to escape from hell ; and after 
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having cherished your bodies here, to save your souls hereafter- 
Ye would HfM enjoy earth, and then win heaven. Ye give Mam- 
mon six days, and ye think to propitiate God by giving him 
the seventh. But be not deceived ; no man can serve two 
masters ; so neither can ye serve Ood and Mammon. 

" Between God and Mammon, therefore, ye have to choose.. 
Say I ye have to choose 7 nay, rather, ye have chosen. And 
wo, wo for your choice! When the day of repentance is 
passed, and the torments of eternity are upon ye, then shall ye 
know and feel the choice ye have made ! 

" Think ye that I speak harshly and unadvisedly, and that I 
condemn ye without a reason ? I would to God it were so. I 
would to God that I could look among ye, and find one righte- 
ous man — one that prefers God to Mammon, one that labors 
for heaven, one that thinks and speaks for eternity. But I look 
in vain. 

" Ye will remind me, perhaps, that ye frequent this holy 
place on the first day of the week ; that ye pray, it may be, 
once a day ; that ye succour the poor and the naked ; that ye 
reverence the church's creed, and give the tenth of your sub- 
stance to support her ministers. And these are your claims to 
the favor of the Most High 7 these are your titles to a place in 
His paradise ? Ye fools and blind ! which of you, if he love 
oven a sinful fellow-creature, will be satisfied to receive a tithe 
of his heart in return ? Is your earthly time so valuable that 
ye cannot give but a seventh to your Maker ? Are your worldly 
goods so precious that ye cannot devote but one tenth to Him 
who gave ye all things ? Trifle not thus with holy things, ye 
frail worms of the dust ! Give your time, your talents, your 
substance, your exertions — give your all to God : in his sacred 
cause labor night and day ; for him sacrifice you ease, your 
comfort, your temporal happiness — your, worthless mortal life. 
And know, that when ye have done all, ye are but wicked and 
unprofitable servants still ; still burdened with a debt that ye 
can never liquidate. 

" But insult not the Most High with a pittance of your time 
and your thoughts and your money. Shall Mammon be served 
first, and would ye have the Almighty content to accept what 
Mammon chooses to leave him ? Ye fools and ungrateful ! In 
whom do ye live, and move, and have your being. From whom 
do ye draw health and wealth and happiness 1 Who gave you 
this fair world, and endowed you with faculties to perceive 
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&Dd with aenaes to e^joy iti Wat it not the God of your 
fathers 7 And Him, just Hearena 1 Him ye irould postpone to 
the sordid interests of your grovelling passional Ye would 
seek meat and drink and raiment, the lust of the eye and the 
pride of life — ^all before your gracious benefactor ! For these 
you would employ your six days, for these you would spend 
nine tenths of your substance, and ye imagine that the rest will 
suffice to purchase heaven ! 

" And do ye not so employ the six days, and do ye not so 
spend nine tenths of your substance 7 Answer to your own 
hearts, and let your hearts record the answer. Say what are 
your thoughts when ye rise. up, and what your hopes when 
you lie down. Say what are your dally occupations, what the 
themes of your conversations, and what the chief objects of 
your desires. And if truth dictate the answer, will ye not con- 
fess that for one hour consecrated to God, and for one talent de- 
voted to his service, there are ten hours and ten talents devoted 
to this world and its vanities 1 

" While careless youth and buoyant health are yours, ye 
may evade the question, or reply to it falsely. But a day of 
reflection will come— ay, and a day of retribution. When age 
and sickness press upon ye, when ye hear a still, small voice, 
calling ye to your long home, ye will pause — alas ! too late. 
Your conscience will tell you, that ye lived for this life, and 
scarcely cared for the next. It will tell you, that every moment 
of your lives, every thought of your hearts, every emotion of 
your souls, every portion of your property, every exertion of 
your faculties, every effort of your industry, ought to have 
BEEN God's ; and it will tell you that they were not God's. 

" If six days only of every week were consecrated to reli- 
gion, and nine tenths only of your substance devoted to her 
service, while the seventh day and the tenth of your worldly 
goods were spent in earthly pursuits, well might the Deity com- 
plain that he was robbed by the creatures of his hand of a 
portion of that which belongs exclusively to him ; and well 
might ye be taxed, like Ananias and Sapphira, with iniquitous- 
ly keeping back a part of God's heritance ; and well might ye 
be reminded, even then, that ye gave to the care of the body that 
which ought to have been given to the care of the soul alone. 
But how shall I find words to paint the sordid impiety that fills 
this vain earth, day after day, with worldly thoughts, and 
worldly cares, and worldly hopes, and worldly enjoyments 1 Ye 

2 
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punish with disgrace and death the man who robs a fellow 
creature of his miserable substance ; how shall those sacrile- 
gious robbers be treated, who steal from the Deity, day by day, 
and year by year, the time and the property that is His. Ye 
treat with indignant scorn the wretch that should be entrusted 
by a mortal benefactor with worthless, worldly riches, and 
should basely betray the trust. In what terms will ye curse 
him, whose impious ingratitude betrays the trust of our immor- 
tal Benefactor, and appropriates to secular purposes the talents 
that were lent to him, that he might win a place among the 
happy in paradise ? 

" But ye need not punish, ye need not curse the wretch. 
Punishment and curse are already meted out to him. Already 
is the eternal flame kindled ; already does the pit yawn for its 
victims ! And soon shall those victims feel what it is, to be tor- 
mented of God ! 

" Have ye ever thought — poor, sinful worms — have ye ever 
thought what it was, to feel the Almighty's vengeance ; to feel 
the fiery worm gnawing at your maddening hearts ; to feel the 
burning pulse throbbing through your glowing veins ; to pray 
with phrenzied impatience for death, yet not to find it ; to long, 
with a lover's longing, for annihilation, yet not to obtain it ; to 
cry through millions of centuries for one moment's respite from 
your racking pains, and to know assuredly that millions and 
millions of such periods shall approach, and arrive, and pass 
away, yet never bring that one mitigating moment ; to feel that 
a hope of relief so distant, that your reason refuses to compre- 
hend the intervening period — to feel that even such faint hope 
would afibrd you extatic bliss, and then to know that you can 
never — never hope again ! 

" Soon shall ye feel and know what it is. The great gulf is 
before you. The precipice opens at your feet ! I see it ! I feel 
its hot breath ! Great God!" — 

Excess of emotion stopped the preacher's utterance. He 
covered his face with his hands, and simk back in the pulpit. A 
cold shudder passed over his audience. The men gazed round 
them in vacant terror ; the women sobbed aloud. Susan, who, 
in the excitement which the stranger's oratory produced, had 
involuntarily stood up, that she might not lose a syllable which 
fell from his lips, now sunk back : and, scarcely conscious of 
what she did, clung imploringly to her scarcely less terrified 
partner. At last, with an almost convulsive effort, she whisper* 
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ed to him, ^ Oh I take me home !" '^ I camiot,'' ejaeultted 
Darby, '' I camiot. See ! he is going to speak again !" 

The wild piercing tones of the orator's yoice sunk to an ex- 
pression of softness and compassion, as, after an interval, he 
proceeded. 

" Poor, perishing, lost sinners ! My heart yearns towards ye. 
My spirit mourns for your fate. I see ye hurried onward, as a 
lamb to the slaughter, unconscious what ye are, unconscious 
whither ye go. I see ye stand on the very brink of your eter- 
nal destiny. A breath, a touch — and your earthly footing will 
crumble from beneath you, and ye will sink down, despairing, 
to unearthly, unending torments. I see ye careless, cheerful, 
smiling ; and oh ! too well I know the change that shall come 
over that careless cheerfulness, and turn these thoughtless 
smiles to sighs of agony. It breaks my rest, that harrowing 
thought ; it clouds my brow ; it wounds my heart. Shall I 
sit down in peace, and think that when the angelic messengers 
bear my spirit to the realms above, I shall look across the great 
gulf and witness your tortures 7 It may not be ; in heaven I 
may lose the sympathy that binds me to beings of nature like 
to my own ; but on earth I can never cease to feel, to mourn, 
to warn, to pity them. 

" Ye might yet escape. Weak, sinful as ye are, ye might 
yet, perchance, save your imperishable souls. Ere ye reach 
your long homes, ye might yet turn aside. But alas for ye ! 
wo for your earthly passions ! wo, yet more, fdr your luke- 
warmness and your inconsistency ! How straight is the gate, 
how narrow the way, how hard is it to enter the kingdom of 
heaven ! And oh ! how vain the attempt to call worldly spirits 
off from worldly pursuits, and fix mortal thoughts on the con- 
cerns of immortality ! 

" Nor may ye halt between two opinions. Expect not that 
earth and heaven can both be yours. Choose between them ; 
and stand to your choice. Well did the Son of God know your 
hesitating frailty, ye children of this world ! carefully did he 
reprove, and pointedly did he denounce it. Hear his own 
words, as recorded by the evangelist Matthew : 

" No man can serve two masters : for either he will hate 
the one, and love the other ; or else he will hold to the one 
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and Mammon* 

" Is not this plain language ? Does it not tell ye, that if ye 
will be Grod's children, ye must labor in his service alone, not 
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one day in seven, not one hour in each day, but through all the 
hours of erery day of your lives ? And lest ye imagine that 
worldly cares are still permitted ye, Jesus proceeds yet more 
explicitly : 

" Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your 
life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink ; nor yet for 
your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more th^n 
meat, and the body than raiment 7 

" Behold the fowls of the air : for they sow not, neither 
do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly 
fatherfeedeth them. Are ye not much better than they, 

"Alas for ye! How does every action of your lives, and 
every thought and care of your hearts offend against your hea- 
venly teacher ! Do ye not daily, hourly, take thought for your 
life ? Are ye not ciunbered and troubled about many things, 
thinking what ye shall eat, what ye shall drink, and what ye 
shall put on ? And is not this expressly, positively forbidden 
by Jesus Christ himself? Eternal perdition on your busy sel- 
fishness, that blinds your eyes to the law of the Most High, 
and closes your ears to the gracious words of our merciful 
Saviour 1 But read farther; listen while he repeats the heavenly 
precept, which ye are so dull to hear and so slow to obey : 

" }Vhy take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies 
of the field how they grow ; they toil not, neither do they 
spin; yet J say unto you, that even SoloTnon, in all his glory, 
was not arrtyed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so 
clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-^morrow 
is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe ye, oh ye 
of little faith? 

" Therefore, take no thought, saying, what shall we eat, 
or what shall we drink, or wherewithal shall we be clothed 7 
(for after all these things do the Gentiles seek.) But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and 
all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore 
no thought for the morrow ; for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself Sufficient unto the day is 
the evil thereof 

" There are those who exhort ye to carnal industry, and who 
bid ye labor that ye may eat Ask yourselves if these be 
God's command? Hath not Christ said, 'Labor not for the 
meat that perisheth ?' Hath he not promised, * that God will 
clothe ye?' And will ye, oh ye of little faith, will ye persist in 
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laboring to feed, and to clothe yotmelYes? Will ye sell heaven 
for a mess of pottage, or a garment to corer ye ? Infatuated 
and blind ! Is God a man that he should lie, or are his com- 
mands but empty words, that ye should despise and neglect 
them? 

" Your life and your death are before ye. Yet again I bid 
ye choose between God and Mammon. Will ye leave all and 
follow Grod 1 will ye forsake earthly cares, and abstain from 
worldly labors? will ye cease to lay up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moth and rust corrupt, and thieves break 
through to steal ? will ye think and labor for the one thing 
needful alone, commencing your spiritual journey without 
scrip or staff, and casting your care on him who careth for 
you ? will ye trust to Him who clothes the lilies of the valley, 
and feeds the sparrows of the air, to clothe and to feed you ? 
and will ye, in return, devote your souls to His worship, and 
your bodies to his service ? Will ye thus win yourselves a place 
in God's holy favor, and a seat in His glorious paradise ? — Hold 
to God, then, and despise Mammon. Live a spiritual life, and 
touch not the unholy thing. 

" Or — will ye cast contempt on the divine law by keeping his 
own from the Lord ; by spending your time in temporal labor, 
and your money in temporal comforts ; by caring for your 
bodies when ye ought to care for your souls alone ; and thus 
making Him a liar who has promised to provide for ye, if ye 
will but seek his kingdom — then take your portion. Drink the 
cup ye are raising to your lips. Bitter — bitter and poisonous 
are the dregs ; but to the last drop ye shall drain them. And 
the hot fire which their poison kindles in your veins shall bum 
on, unquenched, unquenchable, from henceforth and for ever!" 

The preacher's lips refused to utter the horrible " Amen !" 

* Hf Hf * ii^ a^ 

It is a grievous think to behold the blighting traces of igno- 
rance, and to witness the ravages of superstition. Had you 
known Darby and his thrifty partner, in their days of worldly- 
mindedness and temporal prosperity, it would have pained your 
heart to revisit them after a few short years, in that quiet cot- 
tage of theirs. It stands there still, by the village green ; and 
the gay honeysuckle still clings to its humble walls. But alas ! 
the spirit of its inmates is gone. Susan — ^the gay, light-hearted, 
bright-eyed Susan, the merry songstress, the notable housewife, 
the laughing villager — alas! for that Thursday evening — it 
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dimmed her eye, it checked her laugh, it crushed her light-heart- 
edness, and poisoned her industry. Gentle and uncomidaining 
she still is $ a stranger to sectarian intolerance and spiritual 
pride : not superstition itself could teach her these. But the 
heart that cannot he irritated, may be crushed — may be brought 
to shudder at itself; to read depravity is its most innocent 
thoughts, and wickedness in its gentlest impulses. 

Alas! alas! for that Thursday evening! Its lessons sunk 
into Susan's heart, and recurred, at every moment, to her ex- 
cited imagination. She sought to hide their effects from 
Darby's hardier and less susceptible nature ; but they betrayed 
themselves with all her care. She strove to forget them in the 
bustle of occupation ; but they recurred in spite of herselfl 
The heart-searching tones of that wild and warning voice, as 
it repeated the command " Labor not for the meat that perish- 
eth !" still rung in her ears ; and she started, as in conscious 
guiltiness, even from the performance of her daily task. 
Once — and once only, she ventured, on a winter evening, to 
sound a few notes of her favorite ballad. But the spirit of 
song had departed ; the notes seemed to return, in guilty echo, 
from the cottage walls ; and poor Susan turned her eyes from 
Darby's sorrowful gaze, to hide the tears that filled them. 

Her thoughts by day — ^her dreams by night, were of the 
unquenchable fire, the undying worm, the dark valley of cy- 
presses, and the yawning lake beyond. Unheard was the hum 
of her wheel ; uncared for her favorite bees ; unswept her 
cottage hearth, and neglected her little garden — But it matters 
not to enumerate details; it matters not minutely to relate how 
that spiritual tempest made shipwreck of all her peace and 
usefulness on earth. Enough, that both are gone, and for ever« 
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TRUTH AND ERROR. 



[From the New Hannony Gazette— now the Free Enquirer.] 



There are besides the great test of consistency, other tests 
of truth and error. Truth can stand alone ; she requires not 
that men should bolster her up ; she needs no prop to prevent 
her falling ; she is willing to be seen and examined ; nor is it 
necessary for her, in order to maintain her dignity among her 
votaries, to retire, like some eastern tyrant in his palace of 
state, behin'd the ancient bulwark of legitimacy, or in the tim&- 
worn strong hold of orthodoxy. The vulgar axiom regarding 
the influence of familiarity, may apply to the great men of 
this world, but to Truth it applies not ; the more familiar we 
are with her, the less likely are we to contemn or neglect her. 
Truth is a plain republican, who trusts for respect and power 
to the influence of her own simple character; strong in its un- 
pretending excellence, unaided by the pomp of circumstance 
or the dazzle of ceremony. 

But Error is a true aristocrat; a despot, shut up in his 
massy fortress, surrounded by outworks and defended by re- 
doubts ; unwilling to be approached ; fearing to be seen or 
known ; looking for his dreaded sway to the influence of mys- 
terious dignity, and uninvaded seclusion. He declares it to be 
a crime to enter his presence unless it be on bended knees and 
with submissive heart. He issues his commands to be obeyed, 
while Truth publishes her precepts to be examined. He is 
haughty and intolerant, impatient of intrusion, and afraid of 
discussion; she is mild and courteous, tolerant of the opinions 
of others, nor ever violent in support of her own. 

Thus it happens that we hear of opinions so universally ad- 
mitted that it is deemed unnecessary to prove them rational, 
and of doctrines so sacred that it is impious to doubt them. On 
the other hand we see men of science, mathematicians, phy- 
siologists, astronon^ers, chemists, stating their opinions without 
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that oonyiction happens to be disapproved by his electors. A 
cextain distinguished member from the west of PennsyWania, 
if I have been correctly informed, once voted in decided oppo* 
aition to his received instructions ; and when called to account 
lor his conduct, at the risk of being thrown out, he boldly said, 
that he could only promise for the future as in the past, to 
consider every question attentively and candidly, to weigh 
duly the wishes of his constituents, but never to vote in decided 
opposition to his own opinions ; adding, that his fellow-citizens 
were perfectly right to transfer their voices to the man who 
might more thoroughly agree with them in sentiment than he 
had done. His electors received his declaration with applause. 
As his political life had been consistent, they considered this 
one instance of dissent as additional proof of his integrity, 
and accordingly re-elected him. Now I condemn neither the 
member nor his constituents. In his case, I should probably 
have considered it my duty to follow ray own private convic- 
tion of what was best; — and in theirs, to re-elect the man who 
was honest enough to do what he judged right, at the risk of 
his popularity. 

But our approval or disapproval of the Pennsylvanian's con- 
duct under these peculiar circumstances, does not affect the 
main question. He himself, in the given instance, might be 
considered ag.p, legislator, or a guardian, or it may be a disin- 
ferested friend of the people ; their representative he was not. 
He gave his opinion, not theirs; followed his wishes, not 
theirs; the power, which they had delegated to him, he employ- 
ed to oppose what they desired to support. The peopl here- 
fore, in so far as his decision was concerned, werefdf r*5^' 
sented at all. They virtually lost, for the time, their rights ui 
citizens, as completely as if they had been by force d ived 
of the elective franchise. If that which happened in thia par- 
ticular instance were to happen generally, the people would 
be as much at the mercy of their governors as are the serfs of 
Russia or the slaves of the Turkish dynasty. 

Now, where is the remedy for evils, which, though trifling 
perhaps in the case of honest disinterested men, yet involve, in 
principle, the total loss of political liberty ? Shall we expect 
from those whom we elect a sacrifice of their opinions to ours? 
The more honest and better portion of them may not choose to 
make the sacrifice. Or shall we expect from our chosen re- 
presentatives a sacrifice of their interest to ours? The less 
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iMmest and upright portion of them (and it}as ! how large tlie 
majority !) will not deliberately sacrifice what they deem their 
own, to what they deem the public, good. 

Where then is the remedy ? How shall the people be repre- 
sented ? not lorded over and governed, but represented 9 By 
choosing those men only whose opinions on all great points 
are in accordance with the opinions of their constituents ; but, 
above all, in choosing those only whose interests are the same 
as the interest of the people. 

Let us not " lead into temptation." Let us not elect men to 
a situation where interest tells them one thing and duty ano* 
ther. They ought nol^ indeed, to yield to the temptation; but 
that does not mend the matter ; they vnll yield to it, if not in 
all cases, at least in the majority. An immoral situation pro- 
duces, in the mass of mankind, immorality ; and he whose 
duty and interest point different ways islmmorally situated. 

The real interests of the working classes are not the same as 
the apparent and immediate interests of what are called the 
privilc^ied classes. Yet in five cases out of »ix, the FepreseiH 
tttives of the people- are chosen from among lawyers, bankers, 
large landed proprietors, and rich merchants. In five cases out 
of siXy then, cmr representatives (as they are inaccurately call- 
ed) are tempted to do wrong ; and if they do right, it is in 
spite of the temptation. 

The people ought to search for those whose personal in- 
terests coincide with their own ; and ought, for that reason, to 
choose representatives from among their own body, whenever 
they can find among themselves men of plain good sense, of 
firmm- ♦ and of practical experience. The working classes, in 
corisequi* ifce of the injustice which has meted inordinate labor 
for their portion, have hitherto had but little time to improve 
theii* ' ';ids or form their manners. In consequence, there are 
few eioquent, and not a great many fluent speakers among 
them. This is to be regretted ; for eloquence is a giant power 
in a commonwealth like this. But we must take things as we 
find them, and make the best of them. The manner is indeed 
important, but it is much less important than the matter. An 
indifferent speaker is better than a dishonest man. If, there- 
fore, we cannot find eloquence and honesty combined, let us 
take the honesty and leave the eloquence ; for, thus, if we have 
less brilliant debates, we shall have more useful laws. 

I said that it behoved the people to choose those men for 
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their representatives whose opinions were in accordance with 
their own ; and I shall probably be told, that this is impossi- 
ble ; first because we cannot easUy ascertain the general opinion 
of the body of electors ; and then because, even if we could, it 
might be difficult to find a man conscientiously holding all these, 
and otherwise capable of fulfilling the duties of a legislator. 

But if we cannot do all, let us at least do what we can. If 
we cannot find representatives who will support every mea- 
sure which their electors desire to carry, let us take those who 
will support the essentials. And, above all, let us not quarrel 
about the non-essentials. 

There are certain great measures i^ich are indispensable 
to the welfare of the people ; there are certain master-abuses 
that must be remedied, ere common justice can accrue to the 
producing classes. To carry these, let the people first unite. 
Let them elect men, not because they are of Jackson's or of 
Adams' or of Clay's party, or of any party whatever ; hut 
because they will support and vote for the great measures 
which can alone rt;lieve the country from its present distress. 

And let the people seek until they find, what these great 
measures are. Having found them, let them vote, not to carry 
men, but to carry these measures ; not to serve the interests 
of any political party, but to serve the great interests of them- 
selves, the people. 

They have the power in their own hands. Let them seek 
the knowledge and the union of purpose and of plan, which 
can alone make that power effective. 

In despotic countries where it rests with the autocrat to 
command, and with his slaves to hear and to obey — in lands 
where the power of one is supported and the obedience of the 
many enforced, by lance or bayonet — it is not enough to open 
the people's eyes to their real situation ; they must not only 
be enlightened, they must be armed also. For their will is but 
of small weight against his who has an army of mercenaries 
in his pay and at his beck. 

Not so in this commonwealth. Whenever the eyes of the 
people are opened ; whenever they know what they desire to 
effect, and know how to unite their efforts and make effective 
their acknowledged power — they may carry what measures 
they will. They have the power. They may be cheated into 
a belief that they have it not; they may be urged on to 
jealousies and internal dissentions and party feuds, that wastt 
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e»eh others strength and neutralize each others influence: tpd 
thus the people may be shorn of their rights, without per* 
ceiving how they lose them. But the power they have, lliey 
can dictate their own laws, and carry their own measures ; 
can legislate for themselves. And if they be oppressed, if 
riches and aristocracy legislate for them, and often legiidate 
against them — it is the people's blindness, not their impotence, 
that gives their adversaries the day. 

It is not the servants oppressed by their masters ; it is the 
master deceived and tricked and governed by his servants. As 
American citizens, in whom is vested the elective franchise, we 
are our own masters. Our representatives are our servants, 
whom we pay to do our business ; not our slaves, but our con- 
fidential hired servants. If they attend to their own business 
instead of attending to ours, they presume on our ignorance, 
and violate the duties of their situation. 

Our situation, then, is good, so far as situation goes. It is 
right and proper that freemen should be their own masters. But 
that is not enough. Mere power, without knowledge, is but a 
useless bauble ; rights unexercised are no rights at all ; and a 
master at the mercy of his servants is no better than a slave. 

So long as we cannot agree upon the instructions which We 
will give to our delegates ; so long as we do not see these in- 
structions carried into effect ; so long as we are careless and 
negligent, instead of looking after our own affairs ; so long 
are we masters at the mercy of our servants ; and so long are 
we likely to be deceived and oppressed. 

If we will change our situation, let us be up and doing. Let 
us choose faithful servants ; not smooth-spoken rogues, nor 
unprofitable doers of eye service, but good and faithful ser- 
vants. Let us retain them in our service so long as they re- 
main faithful ; and let us dismiss them when they seek their 
own emolument, instead of caring for our concerns. 

But, above all, let us determine what instruction we will 
give them. If our instructions be contradictory and confused, 
we cannot be obeyed; we shall spoil our servants; the best of 
them will resign their situations, and the rest will cheat us if 
they can. Let us, then, enquire what are the essentials, which 
the people, for their own sake, ought, through their representa- 
tives, to obtain. 

Here is the great difficulty. Here lies our weakness, and 
our oppressors' strength. We know not what we would hav& 

1* 



# NATIONAL EDUCATION. 

contact, in weighing its advantages, and advancing its execution ! 

Bear in mind, men of industry ! that you are the people ; 
and that here, by acknovirledged right and acknoveledged law, 
the people govern. Govern then for yourselves and your 
children, and for the nation of which you' now form the hands, 
and the feet, and the trunk, and of which you must form ths 
head before the head can be in union with the body it regu- 
lates. Govern as fathers as well as citizens, as citizens as well 
as fathers. Bear in mind that the stay and prop of liberty is 
knowledge ; that the basis of just government is rational edu- 
cation, and, that the life of a republic is equal education. Lay 
then the true foundation of practical republicanism. Bind all 
your efforts to the one great measure of a uniform plan of 
education for all the children and youth of your several states ; 
and let that plan be in perfect unison with the nature of man, 
the nature of things, and with the declaration of your country 
— aU men are free and equal, Frances Wright. 

Buffalo, November 19, 1829. 



SKETCH OF THE PLAN OF NATIONAL EDUCATION. 

The measure I am about to suggest, whenever adopted, will, 
in the outset, alleviate those popular distresses whose poig- 
nancy and rapid increase weigh on the heart of philanthropy, 
find crush the best hopes of enlightened patriotism. It must 
further, when carried into full effect, work the radical cure of 
every disease which now afBiicts the body politic, and build up 
for this nation a sound constitution, embracing at once, public 
prosperity, individual integrity, and universal happiness. 

This measure, my friends, has been long present to my mind 
as befitting the adoption of the American people ; as alone calr 
culated to form an enlightened, a virtuous, and a happy com- 
munity j as alone capable of supplying a remedy to the evils 
under which we groan ; as alone commensurate with the in- 
terests of the human family, and consistent with the political 
institutions of this great confederated republic. 

I had occasion formerly to observe, in allusion- to the efforts 
already made, and yet making, in the cause of popular in- 
struction, more or less throughout the Union, that as yet, the 
true principle has not been hit, and that until it be hit^ all re- 
form must be slow and inefficient. 
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immediately reply. ^ YHiy do you ask me that question ?" he 
said at last. 

" Because I am sure" — ^I began eagerly — 

'^ That he is God's son 7^ asked my father, smiling. 

" Yes, I am.^ 

'^ Did you ever hear of the Mahometans ?" said my father,, 
\7hile I had paused to collect my proofs. 

'' I had just heard of such a people," I said, " who lived 
some where far off." 

" Do you know what their religion is ?" 

« No." 

** They believe that Jesus Christ is not the Son of God, but 
that another person, called Mahomet, is God's chosen prophet.'^ 

" Do they not believe the Bible ?" asked I, somewhat aghast, 

" No ; Mahomet wrote a book called the Koran ; and the 
Mahometans say that is the word of Godf And that book tells 
them, that God sent Mahomet upon earth to preach the gospel 
to them, and to save their souls." 

Wonders crowded so fast upon me, that I could scarcely 
reply. Here was a rival Bible, and a rival Saviour. And what 
had I to say against them ? At last I ventured to ask, ^' Are 
you quite sure, father, that this is true ?" 

" Yes, my dear, I am quite sure." 

" And how many Mahometans are there ?" 

^' About as many Mahometans as there are christians ; proba- 
bly one hundred and fifty millions. Now," continued my father, 
" how do you know which God sent upon earth, Jesus Christ 
or Mahomet." 

This was a question for which I was totally unprepared. I 
did not attempt to answer it ; and was silent during the rest of 
our walk, scarcely replying in monosyllables when my father 
spoke to me. 

And so ended my scheme for my father's conversion. 

After this attempt, I did not, for many months, seek to re- 
new the argument with my father ; and he, on his part, never 
pressed the subject upon me. But I listened, and thought, and 
doubted, more than had been my wont ; and I spoke less* 

It was strange that this single, little simple question, " How 
do you know which God sent upon earth, Jesus Christ or Ma- 
homet ?" should have ultimately shaken the faith which my 
mother had been years in planting, and which she had sought 
to cherish and confirm by every argument that zeal could dio- 
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In lieu of all common schools, high schools, colleges, semina-, 
ries, houses of refuge, or any other juvenile institution, in- 
structional or protective, let the state legislatures be directed 
(after laying off the whole in townships or hundreds) to or- 
ganize, at suitable distances^ and in convenient and healthy 
situations, establishments for the general reception of all the 
children resident within the said school district. These esta- 
blishments to be devoted, severally, to children between a cer- 
tain age. Say, the first to infants between two and four, or 
two and six, according to the density of the population, and^ 
such other local circumstances as might render a greater or 
less number of establishments necessary or practicable. The 
next to receive children from four to eight, or six to twelve 
years. The next from twelve to sixteen, or to an older age if 
found desirable. Each establishment to be furnished with in- 
structors in every branch of knowledge, intellectual and opera- 
tive, with all the apparata, land, and conveniences necessary 
for the best development of all knowledge ; the same, whether 
operative or intellectual, being always calculated to the age and 
strength of the pupils. 

To obviate, in the conunencement, every evil result possible 
from the first mixture of a young population, so variously 
raised in error or neglect, a due separation should be made in 
each establishment ; by which means those entering with bad 
habits would be kept apart from the others until corrected. How 
rapidly reform may be effected on the plastic disposition of 
childhood, has been sufiiciently proved in your houses of 
refuge, more especially when such establishments have been 
under liberal superintendance, as was formerly the ease in 
New-York. Under their orthodox directors, those asylums of 
youth have been converted into jails. 

It will be understood, that, in the proposed establishments, 
the children would pas» from one to the other in regular suc- 
cession, and that the parents, who would necessarily be resi- 
dent in their close neighborhood, could visit the children 
at suitable hours, but, in no case, interfere with or interrupt the 
rules of the institution. 

In the older establishments, the well directed and well pro- 
tected labor of the pupil would, in time, suffice for, and then 
exceed, their own support ; when the surplus might be devoted 
to the maintenance of the infant establishments. 

In the beginning, and until all debt was cleared off, and so 
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long as the same should be found favorable to the promotion 
of these best palladiums of a nation's happiness, a double tax 
might be at once expedient and politic. 

First, a moderate tax per head for every child, to be laid 
upon its parents conjointly, or divided between them, due at- 
tention being always paid to the varying strength of the two 
sexes, and to the undue depreciation which now rests on female 
labor. The more effectusdly to correct the latter injustice, as 
well as to consult the convenience of the industrious classes 
generally, this parental tax might be rendered payable either 
in money, or in labor, produce, or domestic manufactures, and 
shoiild be continued for each child until the age when juvenile 
labor should be found, on the average, equivalent to the educa- 
tional expenses, which, I have reason to believe, would be at 
twelve years. 

This first tax on parents to embrace equally the whole popu- 
lation ; as, however moderate, it would inculcate a certain fore- 
thought in all the human family; more especially where it is 
most wanted — ^in young persons, who, before they assumed the 
responsibility of parents, would estimate their fitness to meet it. 
The second tax to be on property, increasing in per centage 
with the wealth of the individual. In this manner I conceive 
the rich would contribute, according to their riches, to the re- 
lief of the poor, and to the support of the state, by raising up 
its best bulwark — an enlightened and tmited generation. 

Preparatory to, or connected with, such measures, a registry 
should be opened by the state, with offices through all the 
townships, where on the birth of every child, or within a cer- 
tain time appointed, the same should be entered, together with 
the names of its parents. When two years old, the parental 
tax should be payable, and the juvenile institution open for the 
child's reception ; from which time forward it would be under 
the protective care and guardianship of the state, while it need 
never be removed from the daily, weekly, or frequent inspec- 
tion of the parents. 

Orphans, of course, would find here an open asylunL If 
possessed of property, a contribution would be paid from its 
revenue to the common educational fund ; if unprovided, they 
would be sustained out of the same. 

In these nurseries of a free nation, no inequality must be al- 
lowed to enter. Fed at a common bo«ird; clothed in a common 
garb, uniting neatness with simplicity and convenience ; raised 
in the exercise of common duties, in the acquirement of 1 
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" But yet," persisted I, " God was not obliged to create an 
unbeliever; he might have prevented any such from being 
bom, and then he would have prevented them from being, 
wicked, and from going to hell. Would it not have been better 
for such men never to have been born, than to live a few years 
here, and then be tormented for ever ?" 

My tutor's silence seemed to give assent. "Well then," I 
concluded, " if it would have been better, why did not God 
do it ?» 

" I cannot tell you ;" my tutor said at last with some hesita- 
tion, " And I advise you not to think of such things as these. 
It seems better to our human reason ; but it cannot he better, 
or else God would have done so." 

I was totally dissatisfied with this ans^ver ; and from that 
day I became a universalist. 

I was emboldened by the conversation with my tutor, to 
speak somewhat more freely to others. Yet was it very gra- 
dually and cautiously. I had begun, indeed, to doubt the in- 
fallibility of the Scriptures ; but I still retained much of that 
reverence for them, which, if once carefully implanted in early 
youth, will outlive a conviction of its groundlessness. -I treated 
the Bible like some old friend, for whose faults I had always 
an excuse prepared, and whom I was unwilling to believe frail 
or false. When some flagrant incongruity stared me in the 
face, I thought it might be an error in the translation ; or, if 
unable otherwise to explain some unjust or intolerant passage, 
I set it down as an Eastern metaphor. Even when doubts 
pressed most strongly upon me, I could not find it in my heart 
to yield implicitly to their influence : and I came at last to the 
resolution : " I will suspend my judgment." 

When I look back on this period of my life, I am forcibly 
reminded of the heavy responsibilities of parents.^ Parents 
give early impressions; and early impressions touch both 
reason and heart, with a power which years of mature reflec- 
tion can hardly destroy. When early impressions, then, are 
prejudices, with what a mental load does the child enter on the 
journey of life ! The free step is shackled, and the independent 
thought crushed, by their weight. The first and best efforts 
of the young mind are often exhausted, not in the race of 
science or in the pursuit of just knowledge, but in shaking oflf 
the fetters that would impede its progress. Happy he, who 
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Stands free and unbound, before youth is past, or opportunity 
gone by ! 

. It is not my intention, Messrs. Editors, to repeat, in detail, the 
course of reasoning that gradually dissipated my religion ; nor 
to relate how I became, by degrees, more decided in my scep- 
ticism, and bolder in ils expression. Nor will I obtrude on 
your readers the history of my fears and difficulties, as I pro- 
ceeded ; how, when I first disclosed to my mother the heresies 
of her child, she wept and warned, and threatened me with a 
troubled conscience in this world, and a portion with the devil 
and his angels in the next; how she exhorted and implored, 
with that solicitude, which perhaps a mother only can feel, that 
I would submit my rebellious h^art and presumptuous reason 
before the throne of him, whose mysteries it was impi- 
ous alike to examine as to reject ; and how it required montlis 
of earnest exhortation on her part, and painful resolution on 
mine, to convince her that I was as decided as I was sincere. 

Enough, I am now a sceptic. I live for this world, because 
I know nothing of any other. I doubt all revelations from 
heaven, because they appear to me improbable and inconsistent. 
I desire to see the thoughts and efforts of mankind directed sole- 
ly to the improvement of their own and their fellow-creatures' 
condition on this eartli ; for I think it requires much improve- 
ment. I desire to see men's wishes bounded by wliat they can 
see and know ; for I am convinced that they would tlius be- 
come more contented, more practically benevolent, and more 
permanently happy, tlian any dreams of futurity can make them. 

It is to me a pleasant reflection, that among the friends wiiose 
affection I possessed, and whose esteem I valued, I have not lost 
dne by my scepticism. Many a long argument I have had with 
the more orthodox among tliem ; but our arguments never ter- 
minated bitterly. My mother never loved me tlie less, and I 
almost believe, that at last she esteemed me the more, for my 
heresy. I did not find it difficult to persuade her, nor any one 
else who was sincerely interested in my welfare, that I could not 
change my opinions ; and tbat to say I was religious, would be 
only to add hypocrisy to infidelity. Thus, instead of resent- 
ing the expression of my opinion, they only lamented its exis- 
tence. And perhaps concluded with the assertion : " That 
they were sure one so truly desirous of discovering truth as I 
certainly was, could not fail at last to win the grace of God •, 
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and to find the object of my search in that holy book, whe^ 
alone it was to be found." 

It is many years since my opinions have given me^ even for 
a moment, anxiety or uneasiness. And I am bold to say, that 
no one can attain to the serenity and contentment of min^ and 
to the unshackled freedom of spirit which these opinions pro- 
duce, without saying, with me, that if it were possible to ex- 
change them again for orthodoxy, the wealth of the Indies 
would poorly compensate the exchange. 

It was the perfect conviction J entertain of the mental and 
moral advantages which I have gained by a change of opinion, 
that first induced me to note down this sketch of my ccmver- 
sion for the public eye. And it is the same conviction which 
bids me hope, that it will not be without interest, nor without 
utility to many ; especially to those who still stand on the bank 
of the Rubicon, and who fear to try their strength in its waves, 
lest they be carried away by the current, and thrown on some 
treacherous quicksand, or arid desert. 

I have crossed in safety, and found the opposite shore fair and 
pleasant ; a land of freedom and of virtue, whence terror is 
banished, and where tranquillity reigns. He that is a bold 
swimmer, let him fearlessly attempt the passage. He will never 
regret the efforts it may cost him. He will become a better, a 
wiser, and — my experience for it — a happier man. 

Prossimo. 
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PROSSIMO^S |I^E|UENCE. 

f[Extracted fiom the Free En jblrer.] 



Mt mother was a devoted sectarian; devout, yet I think 
not bigoted in her religion ; and an affectionate and careftil 
parent She inculcated in her children, with unwearied zeal, 
the mysterious doctrine^ ^f her sect; and she lost nooppor* 
tunity to confirm and strengthen the first impressions she had 
made. Was any one among us sick? she sat, hour after hour, 
by his bedside ; and administered, by turns, temporal comforts 
and spiritual instruction. Had we lost a friend? his death 
was spoken of but as a translation to another and a better 
world. Did any of us ask, with childish curiosity, to be told 
a pretty story ? it was related to us out of the scriptural pages. 
We were told of the place above for the good boys and girls, 
and of the place below for the wicked ; and 'when we enquired, 
with childish simplicity, who were the good and who the 
wicked, we were taught, that whoever believed that God had 
a son called Jesus Christ, and read the Bible with reverence 
every morning, and said prayers with devotion every night, 
was a good man ; and that whoever disbelieved this doctrine, 
or neglected these forms of worship, was a wicked reprobate, 
called an infidel, or an unbeliever, or an atheist. 

My father was not of the orthodox persuasion ; but, how- 
ever unwilling he might be that his children should become 
sectarians, he did not for many years interfere with my 
mother's instructions. He excited our youthful minds, indeed, 
to observation and enquiry ; but he never called in question 
my mother's infallibility. His was a strong, unprejudiced, and 
comprehensive mind ; yet either from regard to my mother's 
feelings or to the world's opinion, he forbore, even when our 
questions led to it, from undermining our belief. 

I recollect, for instance, after I had listened patiently to an 
explanation ^rom him how seeds produced plants and trees, 
and had asked him where the very — very first seeds came fror^ 
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Thus we see what thou art; and, «ince such is thy charaelefi 
why not consult thy own benefit by sparing us. Mr'hy act the 
destroyer, if thy heart is afterwards to murmur at thy own 
■ererity, and if the very execution of thy sentence is to afflid 
thy goodness ? Think well of it, ere thou commencest ; and 
consider the consequences of the new deluge thou hast pro- 
jected. I will p^nt them to thee. 

"^ Bahia and the rest of Brazil are, I shall suppose, become 
the prey of the Dutch. Look at them. They enter the cily 
with all the fury of conquerors, with all the rage of heretics. 
See them spare neither age nor sex. See the blood that flows. 
See the guilty, the innocent — sec women and children put to 
the sword, and heaped murdered on one another. See the tears 
of virgins bewailing the injury they have suffered. See the 
hoary head of age dragged along in the dust. Hear the cries 
of the pious and of thy priests who cling round thy altars, and 
then raise their arms to thee for aid. Thyself, O Lord ! even 
thou wilt not escape their violence. Yes, even thou wilt have 
thy share. The heretic will force the gates of thy temples. 
The sacred host, thine own body,- will be trampled under foot 
The vases, once filled with thy blood, will serve them in their 
revelries. Tliy altars will be overthrown ; thine images broken 
in pieces. Even on thy holy mother will sacrilegious hands 
be laid. 

'* That such affronts should be offered thee, and that then 
riiould suffer them, that does not surprise me, since thou 
hast already suffered more bitter ones than these: but thy 
mother ! where is thy filial piety ? What ! thou tookest the life 
of Uzzah only because he touched the ark; and the hand which 
Jeroboam raised against a prophet, thou didst wither it ; and 
wilt thou leave to the heretic thousands of arms for crimes 
infinitely more atrocious ? Thou didst dethrone and kill Bel- 
riiazzar because he drank out of vases which had not been 
consecrated with thy blood ; yet thou sparest the heretic ; and 
there are not found two fingers and a thumb to trace his death- 
warrant ? 

" But at the last, O Lord, when thy temples shall have been 
despoiled, thy altars destroyed, thy religion extinguished 
throughout Brazil, and thy worship broken off; when grass 
shall grow in the courts of thy churches, Christmas shall 
arrive, and there shall be no one who will call to mind that it Is 
Ihs day of thy birth. Lent, the holy week, shall come, but 
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lAiall find no one celebrating the mysteries of thy 
The stones of our streets shall gn^oan as they groaned in tiM 
Military streets of Jerusalem. There shall be no more priest^ 
no more sacrifices, no more sacraments : Heresy shall usurp 
the seat of truth. False doctrine shall infect the descendants 
of the Portuguese. A day shall come when the children of 
those that now surround me shall be asked, " Little boys, of 
what religion are you?" and they shall answer, '^We are 
Calvinists." " And you, little girls ?" and they shall say, 
" We are Lutherans." Then wilt thou be moved to compassion 
and to repentance : but, since regrets await thee at last, why 
not foresee and avoid them 1 

" And now tell me, what glory dost thou expect from de- 
stroying one nation and causing it to be supplanted by another. 
It is but the same power which thou once confidest to a poor 
inhabitant of Anatho. In punishing us thou conquerest weak 
mortals ; in pardoning us, thou conquerest thyself. Be mercifuh 
then, for thine own glory, for the honor of thy name. Let not 
■thine anger last for ever; let it not last even for one day. 
Thou wouldst not have the sun go down upon our wrath ; and 
-how many times has he risen, and how many times gone down, 
upon thine ! Wouldst thou exact of us a moderation to which 
.thou thyself hast not attained ? Canst thou but give the precept, 
and not the example ? 

" Pardon, then, Lord ! Cause our misfortunes to cease. Holy 
Virgin, intercede for us ! Supplicate thy son, command him ! 
If he be exasperated for our offences, tell [lim to forgive them, 
even as we are commanded by his law to forgive those that 
ofifend against us." 



Such is Vieira's sermon, literally translated ; as those who 
may take the trouble to refer to M. Rayiial's work will per- 
ceive. It is a very uncommon sermon, certainly ; but I do 
not think it is an unscriptural one j and I doubt not but that its 
effect on the orator's audience was very powerful j and perhaps 
even its political influence considerable. 

Be this as it may, certain it is, that from about the time 
when this strange discourse was delivered, the affairs of the 
Portuguese in Brazil began to assume a more favorable aspect. 
A Portuguese leader, Jean Fernandez de Viera, of obscure 
origin, defeated the Dutch in several important engagements; 
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and, finally, about fifteen jears afterwards, the last of theaa 
republicans who yet remamed in the country escaped from the 
horrors of fire and famine only by a capitulation, according 
to which Brazil was evacuated on the 28th January, 1654. 

Ra]mal, after giving a history of the struggle by which 
Brazil was thus lost to Holland, has the following very just 
reflections: " How the spirits are changed in our day ! All 
events now are, and appear to us, only the natural consequences 
of some adequate cause, political, moral, or physical ; and, in 
our eyes, the orator Vieira is but an eloquent enthusiast But 
let us transport ourselves back to the times of the Jews^ wh^ 
there were whole tribes of inspired prophets; or of the GreekSi 
when men assembled from all sides at Delphos; or of the 
Romans, when no warrior would attempt any enterprise of im* 
portance without first consulting the entrails of victims and 
watching the flight of sacred birds ; or of our ancestors, at the 
time of the crusades. Let us imagine, instead of the Jesuit 
Vieira, a prophet, a Pythoness, an Augur, or a Bernard ; and 
the Brazilian revolution will immediately assume a supernatu- 
ral coloring. It will be God, who, touched with the holy daring 
of this extraordinary personage, ^all have raised up an avenger 
for the oppressed nation." 

It is a pity that our ancestors were so much more creduloiis^ 
and so much less exact than we. R. D. Owek. 



SERMON ON FREE EN€t1TIRY< 

BY ROBERT DALE OWEN. 
[Extracted from the Free Enqoiier.] 



If it be matter of regret that mankind are not more unani* 
mous in their opinions, it is still more to be regretted that men 
are not even agreed to enquire freely, honestly and unreserved-* 
ly into these opinions. For, if Free Enquiry once became 
general, we should soon, by proving all things, discover and 
hold fast thai which is good. 

How strange, and how fatal the spell that must have beea 
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east over the human mind, ere it was cheated into the belief, 
that Free Enquiry was sinful and ought to be discouraged ; 
that there are some important subjects too holy to be scrutinized| 
and others which it is indecent to examine or discuss. 

With every wish to judge charitably, I cannot *impute other 
than a dishonest motive to him who may have first taught his 
fellow-creatures, that to be holy and pure, they must shut their 
eyes and their ears. I judge that such a doctrine ha^. its origin 
in Knavery ; and that it watf inculcated by those who thought 
to subserve their own selfish ends by hood- win king and de- 
ceiving mankind. 1 can perceive no other possible motive for 
its dissemination. And I can readily understand why he who 
woulcT establish his own infallibility, and lead men by their 
credulity, should dislike and discourage a spirit of enquiry 
among his followers. 

I do not say that there are not, at this day, many who con- 
scientiously believe free discussion to be dangerous and im- 
proper;* for early impressions are exceedingly powerful, and 
can pervert the reason to an incredible degree ; but I do con- 
ceive it impossible that this idea of plain, open sincerity on all 
subjects being sinful, should originate, except in selfish dis- 
honesty. Thus it often happens, that rogues bring forward 
errors, and that honest men perpetuate them. 

Without accusing, therefore, the conscientiously sempulons 
or the sincerely prudish,- of any thing but honest blindness, I. 
do from my soul believe,, that they are the innocent and un- 
suspecting abettors of selfish knaves. The effects of their 
conduct are similar to those that would result, if they were 
themselves arrant knaves : nay — the effects are often worse ; 
for sincerity, however mistaken, carries with it a weight and a 
conviction, which the best put on hypocrisy commonly fails to 
obtain. Themselves I respect; and I should be the last to 
speak — or to think — harshly of their individual characters. 
Their principles I do not respect : I believe them to have been 
originally the principles of men who wished to tread on the 
necks of others, and to be cruel and selfish and unjust with 
impunity. 1 have reason to believe so. I see that the tyrants 
of the earth prohibit free enquiry, and I see that they profit 
by the prohibition. I see that they spread before their own 
authority, and before their own favorite doctrine, moral and 
religious, a mysterious veil ; and, when any daring spirit ap- 

2* 
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proaches to draw it aside, I hear them warn him back, and tell 
him : ^*Thus far shalt thou come and no farther ; beyond it is 
impious to look.'' I know what this means. I know why 
they call it impious. And any one who will venture to use 
his own eyed, may know it too. 

Is a thing the better known for being kept secret ? or are 
truth and honesty the more respected for being little known ? 
No : the great ones and the holy ones of this earth may tell 
us, that it is for our sakes they f«ar free enquiry. It is not for 
ours, believe me, my readers ; it is for theirs. They fear free 
enquiry ; because it might take from them their crowns and 
their mitres and their treasury boxes. They fear free enquiry, 
because they are sometimes inconsistent, and sometimes dis- 
honest, in their principles. They do well to fear it; it is not 
their friend. But it is ovrs; it will check us when we are in 
error, and encourage us when we are right. Kings and priests 
may be false friends ; Free Enquiry is a true one. They bid 
us shut our eyes ; she bids us open them : they would have us 
believe ; she but requests us to examine. Beware the counsel 
that would cast suspicion on her usefulness ; it is, itself, a 
suspicious counsel. 

It is the counsel of the weak, or the wicked. It may be 
orthodox ; it may be scriptural : it is not the better counsel on 
that aceq^nt. 

The Bible, unfortunately, whatever may have been the 
motives and intentions of its authors, lends itself but too ready 
a tool to those who would rob and deceive their fellows. It 
furnishes texts innumerable for despots. And, if in return, it 
inculcate liberality, and charity, and equality, these are past 
over, or explained away. Each preacher is free to select his 
text; and if his intention be to blindfold his hearers^ and make 
them the easier dupes, he will not choose such a sentiment as 
this: "Prove all things, and hold fast that which is good:" 
Or "Seek and ye shall find;" or any similar exhortation to 
free enquiry. He will seek other texts ; and they are to be 
found. 

Some weeks since, I attempted a sermon on Loyalty. It was 
somewhat barefaced, I believe ; otherwise it might have passed 
current well enough. Perhaps Free Enquiry might be another 
good subject. Let us see. 
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SERMON. 

Text. Genesis, ch. ii. ver. 17. Of the tree of the kivony 
ledg'e of good and evil thou shalt not eat'. 

Let me remind you, my christian hearers, that every word 
of this Holy VoJume is profitable for doctrine,' for reproof, for 
correction, for instniction in righteousness. Not one verse 
which it contains is indifferent ; not one may be -passed over 
with impunity. Each has its important lesson, moral or reli- 
gious. Every line may bring life to him who believes, or death 
to him who despises it. 

Yet, in this constellation of heavenly truths, we shall find 
some more bright and glorious than the rest; shining upon us, 
at once with a searching and a healing light. Such is the 
story of man's fall. If we pass the sacred pages in review, 
we shallnot, perhaps, find one narrative pregnant with more 
important consequences, or more useful lessons, than this. 

Our first parents, the inspired historian informs us, lived in 
innocence and happiness, unknowing pain, or care, or sorrow ; 
in a land of eternal spring, and in a garden of enduring- ver- 
dure. Yet not long did such happiueiss last. There came a 
blight over it and nipped its fair blossoms; and it passed 
away. Eyes till then unstained by tears, were dimmed with 
weeping. Bosoms that no sigh had ever swelled, learned care 
and anguish. For the peace and the joys of Paradise, there 
was toil and sorrow. Immortality fled back to Heaven, and 
Death approached. 

" And whence," you will ask me, " this dreary change ? 
What master-crime had thus converted light to darkness, and 
bliss to misery ? Did the first-created imbnie their hands in 
blood, that they should forfeit Eden and its joys ? Or did they 
curse their God, that they should die ? What was the black 
transgression that sealed their doom, and sent them forth, out- 
casts from the presence of their Creator ? Name it, that we 
may learn to shun it, as we would the eye of the basilisk." 

Ye say well. It is indeed a transgression to be shunned, as 
we would know God and live. Its poison is worse than the 
viper's sting, or the Upas' deadly moisture. Ye say well. It 
is for this I am here; to point to the rocks that threaten your 
frail bark on her voyage to another world, and to bid ye ob- 
serve and avoid them. 

Turn, then, to your Bible, and learn what the transgression 
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wag. " God planted the tree of life in the midst of th$ 
garden y and the tree of the kvouledge of good and eviL 
And the Lord God commanded the man, saying : Of every 
tree of the garden thou maycst freely eat ; hut of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil thou shalt not eat ; for 
in the day that thou eatcst thereof thou shalt surely dieJ^ 

Thus, my christian friends, may ye learn — if indeed yo 
needed yet to learn il — how light and easy is the yoke that 
God imposes. He gave every tree that is pleasant to the sight 
and good for food. One only did he reserve for himself. One 
only proof of obedience did he exact from the creatures of his 
hand to whom he had given every thing ; one little proof, that 
cost but a willing and submissive heart. But, alas for the de* 
pravity of man! that little proof was found wanting. 

" For the serpent said unto the woman : * Yea, hath God 
said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden V And 
the woman said unto the serpent: * We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees of the garden ; but of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said^ Ye 
shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die? And 
the serpent said unto the woman, * Ye shall not surely die; 
for God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened ; and ye shall be as Gods, knowing 
good and evil.* And when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a 
tree to be desired to make one wise, slys took of the fruit 
thereof, and did cat ; and gave also unto her husband with 
her, and he did cat. And the eyes of them both were opened."^** 

Here, then, is this heinous transgression ; not murder, not 
blasphemy, but, in its consequences, worse, more damning than 
either. This crime that has plunged the world in misery, that 
has given to Death his sting and to the Grave her victory ; that 
crime, for which millions on millions throughout the past ages 
of the world have suffered, and for which millions yet unborn 
shall suffer still — that crime is, an impious searching after 

KNOWLEDGE. 

Would that I could impress on your minds the deceitful 
nature and the dreadful consequences of this insidious pro* 
pensity! Would that I could paint to ye the yawning pit 
which it covers, the Hell to which it leads! Would that I could 
place before ye, the cold-blooded doubt and impious enquiryi 
and then the seducing heresies and the horrible blasphemies^ 
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that follow in its tmn ! Then should ye be safe ; for who thai 
could contemplate all the horrors of > infidelity, and see the 
wrecks of earthly peace, and witness the utter extinction of 
our glorious hopes of heaven — who, I say, that could see and 
know all this, would madly dare the first presumptuous step 1 

Will ye tell me, that the danger is past ? that Uiere is among 
us no tree of the knowledge of good and evil, to tempt us with 
its poison fruit ? Alas! alas! let him that thinketh hestandeth^ 
take heed lest he fall. There is — would that there were not! 
^-but there is among us the forbidden tree : and still, as of 
yore, it bears a fruit fair to the eye and sweet to the taste ; and 
still, as of yore, are there found those who will pluck, and eat, 
and die. 

Ye turn your eyes enquiringly on me,, almost as though ye 
doubted my words. Look around ye, my christian friends I 
look through our degenerate land, and behold the blasting 
Upas ! Do ye not hear of liberality, and of just knowledge, and 
of Free Enquiry ? They are fair words, ay ! and so also was 
the apple fair ; yet it brought death. 

Ye are free men, perhaps, and will not be restrained in your 
enquiries? ye would be as Gods, knowing good and cvill 
Beware ! it is the temptation of the Evil One. Ye call your- 
selves disciples of Reason, and ye have been persuaded to fol- 
low her wherever she lead ? Beware ! it is the voice of the 
serpent. What will it avail ye, when the lake of fire yawns 
to receive your souls — what will it avail ye then, that Reason's 
phantom led yc to the burning brink? Will it cool your parch- 
ed tongues to know, that ye had argued yourselves into heresy; 
and that ye blasphemed in haughty consciousness of rec- 
titude ? 

Ye think, perchance, that ye can examine and argue and 
tnquire into all hidden things, and that your human reason 
Will yet distinguish holy truths, and that your hearts will yet 
venerate them ; ye think that ye may take one step and not 
two; that ye may doubt, and your doubts may be solved, and 
^e may yet remain faithful. I tell ye, nay. Once on the 
tmooth road that leadeth to perdition, ye can no longer stop or 
lave yourselves. Avoid the road then altogether ; enter it not ; 
lum from it, and pass away. If ye begin to enquire, ye will 
also begin to doubt ; if yc begin to doubt, ye will soon leam 
to disbelieve ; and if ye disbelieve, with the devil and Im 
angels shall be your portion. 
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There are those who tell you, that human reason is your 
friend and your safe guide. She is not your friend, my chris- 
tian hearers ! she is not your safe guide. Human reason is 
daring and presumptuous ; ye should be meek and lowly : she 
fears neither God above nor man below ; ye must work out 
your salvation in fear and trembling : she, in her haughty self- 
sufficiency, must needs examine and judge and decide ; ye, in 
holy humility, must hear and believe and submit : she thinks 
her own thoughts, and puts her trust in man ; ye shall think 
the thoughts of your God, and in Him only shall ye trust. 

I seem to read in your looks of holy defiance, your contempt 
of the deep laid snare. I seem to read your resolution, when 
the tempter assails yc, to say : " Get thee behind me, l^tan !" 
"With Hazacl we would exclaim : '^ Is thy servant a dog, thaf 
he should do this great thing ?" I rejoice in your pious cou- 
rage ; but, as ye value your immortal souls, trust not to it 
The words of the prophet were fulfilled in Hazael ; so shall 
my words be fulfilled in you, if that ye set up reason for your 
God. 

Let us, my friends, for a moment, leave this world and its 
cares behind us ; let us together descend to the bottomless pit ; 
we shall there read a useful lesson. Let us together cross the 
great gulf, and stand on the banks of the fiery lake. And 
now, behold the picture. Gaze on the agonizing scene, 
the writhings and the tossings of tormented hopelessness ; 
the imploring looks of wild despair. Listen to the ceaseless 
sighs that burst from burning hearts, never, never again to be 
quieted ! Think that centuries shall revolve and worlds pass 
from existence, without change or alleviation or hope for them. 
Think that millions on millions of centuries shall pass, and 
find them writhing and tossing and tortured still; still implo- 
ring for one drop of water to cool the parched tongue, and still 
refused even that one drop ! Sum up all the worst, deepest, 
bitterest woes that ye have felt or imagined on earth— one mo- 
ment in that fiame outweighs them all. Then add moment to 
moment and age to age, until your mind refuses to comprehend 
eternity — and still ye shall fail to conceive even the commence- 
ment of Hell ! 

But stop ! turn not, shuddering, from the scene, ere ye read 
its moral. What fiend peopled this tegion of horrors 7 Ask 
the poor victims. They chose Reason for their Deity, and she 
led them hither. The repentant thief and the contrite rnnr* 
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derer ascended to Heaven ; but in Hell 4oe8 the proud votary 
of reason lift up his eyes ; in Hell does he expiate — if indeed 
its heinousness can ever be expiated — the sin of presumptuous 
curiosity. In all the black catalogue of human, crimes, this is 
the blackest. The reckless Roman dared to draw aside tlie 
sacred veil, and to enter the Holy of Holies, and on Pliarsalia^s 
plain did he meet his reward. Will ye* imitate his example? 
at the day of judgment shall ye meet yours. 

Trifle not, then, with sacred mysteries ; lay not your human 
hands upoii them ; approach them not with your sacrilegious 
reason. Will ye not trust to God, unless, with impious.suspi- 
cion, ye first examine his Sacred Word, and scrutinize his Holy 
Decrees? In that very suspicion, there is death. Ye must 
come to God ns little children, confiding, trusting, believing all 
things; not enquiring or doubting. God will not be tampered 
with ; who art thou, oh man, that repliest against him ? It is 
enough that ye mistrust one another; insult not the most High 
with your surmises. If ye have reached forth your hands and 
put your fingers in the print of the nails, what merit is there 
in your belief? But blessed is he that hath not seen nor under- 
stood, and yet hath believed. 

Ye have not to think for yourselves ; God thinks for ye. 
Ye have not to ask ' why are these things V ye have but to 
know and feel, that they are, God did not write for ye, that ye 
should criticise his writings; "but. that ye should believe them. 
He will not have ye seeking to be wise and pnident, and to know 
good and evil. He will have ye submissive and humble, as 
babes. He has told ye what is good, and what is evil ; where- 
fore, then, should ye yet seek, by reason, to discover it? 

All the other trees in the garden has God in his infinite 
goodness given ye for food, but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, ye shall not eat. The command is plain, 
peremptory, positive; ye shall not ca^ The accompanying 
threat is equally positive. In the day that ye cat thereof, ye 
shall surely die. Death is the punishment, not of wilful un- 
belief only, but of suspicious enquiry ! Not alone he that 
wickedly despises, but he also that rashly approaches, has 
already merited his doom. And wisely and mercifully is the 
punishment thus severe. Enquiry is tlie first entrance to vice 
and infidelity; and well it is for us, that God guards it with 
jealous care ; and that, to save his saints from doubt and death, 
He debars them from this strongest of human tcjnptations. 
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Were our Creator less considerate, He might permit im to 
wrestle with the Evil One, and then justly punish us for our 
deieat. But He graciously forbids the combat. He will not 
have us enter the lists with Satan ; for He knows that the children 
of this world are, in their generation, wiser than the children 
of light. He knows that in worldly arguments the infidel will 
prove an overmatch for us; and therefore he forbids us to 
argue. 

Profit, then, my brethren, by his tender mercy, and expose 
not yourselves to the arrows of the wicked. Enquire not; 
examine not ; criticise not ; argue notv Why would ye be 
smitten before your enemies ? 

In faith and liope and humility, there is life and safety ; but 
in Free Enquiry there is disbelief and death. In wisdom, there 
is not only sorrow, there is also everlasting punishment. Eve 
desired to be made wise, and she reaped death — death for her- 
self, and eternal death for countless myriads of her descend- 
ants. The wisdom of this world is foolishness with God $ and 
Uierefore are the things that appertain to salvation hidden from 
the wise and prudent. Seek not ye, therefore, wisdom or pru« 
deuce ; biit seek faith and humility. 

Does this counsel sound harshly in your ears? does it jat^ on 
your earthly pride ? It may be : for pride goeth before destrac- 
tion. Do ye dream of the dignity of human wisdom, and the 
noble consciousness of mental independence? Dream on then ; 
be wise, be dignified; l)c independent; be Free Enquirers-^ 
Rudely and fearfully shall that hauglity dream be broken. The 
last day shall dawn, and the last tnnnpct sound. Ye diall 
awake! happy if ye could but have slept on, in eternal 
forgetfulness ! 



POPULAR TRACTS- 



NO. T. 

CONTAININQ 

EFFECTS OF MISSIONARY LABOURS ; 

ROBBRT DAUS QWJBir. 

AMD 

RELIGIOUS REVIVALS; 

BT 
SOUS HSIALJB. 



NEW-YORK : 

PUBLISHED AT THE OFFICE OF THE FREE EllQUIEXB. 

1830. 



*^* In this credulous age, whose very benevolence is 
whimsical, when men subscribe thousands of dollars to 
send theological students to Central Africa and farthest In- 
dia, and think they are thus doing their fellow-men a kind- 
ness, and their God a service ; it is worthy of earnest and 
serious enquiry, whether money and exertions which are so 
much wanted to correct the crying vices, arid relieve the 
hopeless misery that surround .us at home, are not worse 
than lost abroad. 

If the following article serve to awaken in the minds of 
those, who have conscientiously supported what they thought 
to be the cause of Deity, a desire to examine farther into 
the actual- effects which missions tocT often produce, the ob- 
ject for which it has been issued^ will be obtained. 

R. D. O. 
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that his answer did not go to shake my belief in Moses* story 
of the creation. And when, on another occasion, fresh from 
my mother's lesson on the almighty and all-pervading power 
of the christian Creator, who made the sun to shine and the 
trees to grow^ and every thmg to live and move — 1 enquired 
of my father whether God went under the roots of the trees 
and pushed them up ; I remember that he smiled, but only said, 
he did not know how it was done. 

Thus was I left to form my own conclusions regarding my 
mother's religion ; and she soon found me an apt scholar. I 
entered with zeal and earnestness into her doctrines ; thought 
much of heaven ; and prayed regularly that I might go 
thither when I died ; read a portion of the Bible daily ; and 
amused myself on Sundays as little as my restless spirits would 
permit. 

When I look back on my state of mind at that period, it sur- 
prises me not so much that my reason was deceived, as that it 
^ver escaped the deception. I was made to believe that all 
;ood, kind, benevolent, and amiable men and women, were 
>rthodox christians. The very word good^ I had learnt to 
receive as meaning pious, I had never, that I knew of, met 
with a sceptic : and imagined that one might spend a life-time, 
without witnessing so extraordinary and shocking a pheno- 
menon. I lived in a religious atmosphere, and I imagined that 
it extended over the whole earth. I had just heard of heathens 
and pagans; but I thought of them only as a handful of blind- 
ed wretches, to be found shut up in some small remote quarter 
of a world that bowed to Christ alone as its God and Saviour. 
To set up my own opinion against that of all good, honest, 
respectable men — and indeed almost against that of the whole 
world — was a degree of presumption which it had not even 
entered into my' ideas to conceive. 

I recollect, that when I was told of the earth's rotundity, and 
of our antipodes walking with their heads turned away from 
ours, I held out long and stoutly against the possibility of 
such an arrangement ; and abandoned my scepticism most 
cautiously and unwillingly. But, for religion, I had heard it 
spoken of so early, and so often, and so confidently, that it did 
not even occur to me that it could possibly be doubted, except 
from wilful wickedness or hardened depravity. Of unbelief 
from honest motives I had no conception ; for I had never 
leard or thought of such a thing. Religion I knew not as a 
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of the lawyer, that injustice should spread^ and quarrels in- 
crease, around him ? Ought it to be the interest of any one 
individual in society that his feUow creatures should be im- 
moral and unhappy ? Ought any man to uye by his neigh- 
bor's VICES ? Do not lawyers live, directly and continually, by 
their neighbors' vices ? 

Again : Is it not the positive, pecuniary interest of lawyers, 
that the system of law should be complicated, and that it should 
be expensive ? And is it not the positive, pecuniary interest of 
mankind, that the system of law should not be complicated, 
and should no* be expensive? Are not lawyers, therefore, when 
called upon to simplify the legal code, called upon to take the 
money out of their own pockets, in order to benefit their fel- 
low-citizens ? Is NOT THIS A VITIATING SITUATION ? 

If the world were honest and virtuous, would not lawyers 
starve ? Are not lawyers poor, in proportion as honesty and 
virtue prevail? If the lawyer, then, in common with other 
men, labors to make money, must he not feel that honesty and 
virtue are, virtually, his enemies? If a Devil exist, can he 
place his ishildren more favorably for vice than this ? 

I would that I could adequately express the importance 
which I attach to these questions, and to their answers. If 
lawyers were few in number, and uninfluential in rank, .and 
contemptible in talent, the evil were trifling. But they swarm 
over our land ; three-fourths of our legislators and governors 
have risen to their situation^ through the law ; and the best 
talents of our country are developed at the bar. The influence 
of lawyers, in these United States, is overwhelming. It is con- 
siderably greater, as I believe, than that of the clergy. 

When a young man evinces, or is imagined to evince, un- 
common talents, he is educated for the bar ; that, thus, he may 
rise to honor and distinction. Study and practice render him 
eloquent, perhaps ; and eloquence is all-powerful in a republic 
like ours. He learns to argue speciously and smoothly, if 
not soundly ; and smooth and specious arguments lead easy, 
indolent man, almost to any absurdity. 

Thus the most talented — and, because the most talented, the 
most influential also — among our youth, are trained to a pro- 
fession, the interests of which are against every man, and 
every man's interests against it. We elect them as our repre- 
sentatives and rulers ; and we expect them to legislate for our 
benefit. One would imagine that we thought human nature 
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thence food for kis pigi, bnt his bandagee impeded him 
fetters, so that he could scarcely move a step. In such extreme 
need, in such penury I found them, experiencing the rigors of 
ancient anchorites, without discontent, vexation or disease. 

" My three wood Indians wore their hair dishevdied, cropped| 
and without a bandage. The youth neitlier had his lip per- 
forated, nor his head crowned with parrot feathers. Tlie mo 
thcr and daughter had no ear-rings, though the former wore 
round her neck a cord from which depended a small heavy 
piece of wood, of a pyramidal shape, so that by their mutual 
collision they made a noise at every step. At first sight I 
nsked the old woman whether she used this jingling necklace 
to frighten away the gnats; and I afterwards substituted a 
string of beautifully colored glass-beads, in place of these 
wooden weights. Tlie mother and son were tall and well 
looking, but tlie daughter had so fair and elegant a countenance^ 
that a poet would have taken her for one of the nymphs or 
dryads, and any European might safely call her beautifid. She 
liuitod a becoming clicerfulness with great courtesy, and did 
not seem at all alarmed at our arrival, but the rather enlivened, 
bhc laughed heartily at owr Guaruny,and we, on the other hand, 
at ker^s. For as this insulated family had no intercourse with 
any but themselves, their language was most ridiculously cor- 
ri][)ted. Tiie youth had never seen a female except his mother 
and sister, nor any male but his father, llie girl had seen no 
woman but her mother, nor any man but her brother; her father 
having been torn to pieces by a tiger before she was born. To 
gather the fruits that grew on the ground or on the trees, and 
wood for fuel, the dexterous girl ran over the forest, tangled as 
It was with underwood, reeds, and brambles^ by which siie had 
her feet wretcliedly scratched. Not to go unattended, she com- 
monly had a little parrot on her shoulder, and a small monkey 
Oil lier arm, unterrified by the tigers that haunt that neighbor- 
hood. The new proselytes were quickly clothed in the town 
an4 served with the daily allowance of food before the rest. I 
also took care they should take frequent excursicms to the 
neighboring woods, to enjoy the shade and pleasant freslmess 
of the trees, to which they had been accustomed. For we 
found by experience, that savages removed to towns often 
waste away from the change of food and air, and from the 
lieat of the sun, which powerfully affecta their frames, adcus- 
i4jmcd as they have been from infancy, to moist, cool, shady 
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gTOTea. Hie nme was the (ate of the nkHheri eon, end 
daughter, in our town. A few weeks after their arrivid thej 
were afflicted with a universal heaviness and rfaeunii to which 
mcceeded a pain in the eyes and ears, and, not long after, 4eaf- 
ness. Lowness of spirits, and disgust to food, at length wiiated 
their strength to such a degree that an incurable consomptioa 
followed. After languishing some months, the old mother, 
who had been properly instructed in the christian religion and 
baptized, delivered up her spirit, with a mind so calm, so ao> 
quiescent with the divine will, that I cannot doubt but that she 
entered into a blessed immortality. The girl, who had entered 
the town full of health and beauty, soon lost all resemblance 
to herself. Enfeebled, withering by degrees like a flower, het 
bones hardly holding together, she at length followed her mo- 
ther to the grave, and, if I be not much deceived, to Heaven. 
Her brother still surviving, was attacked by the same malady 
that proved fatal to his mother and sister, but being of a 
stronger constitution, overcame it. The measles, which made 
great havoc in the town, left him so confirmed in health that 
there seemed nothing to be feared in regard to him. He was 
of a cheerful disposition, went to church regularly, learnt the 
doctrines of Christianity with diligence, was gentle and com- 
pliant to all, and in every thing discovered marks of future ex- 
cellence. Nevertheless, to put his perseverance to the proof, I 
thought it best to delay his baptism a little. At this time an 
Indian christian, a good man, and rich in land, who, at my 
orders, had received this catechumen into his house, came to 
me and said, ^ My father, our wood Indian is in perfect health 
of body, but seems to have gone a little astray in mind : h« 
makes no complaints, but says that sleep has deserted him, hit 
mother and sister appearing to him every night in a vision, 
saying, m a friendly tone, *^ Suffer thyself, I pray thee, to b« 
baptized ; we shall return to take thee away, when thou dost 
not expect it^^ This vision, he says, takes away his sleep.' 
* Tell him,' answered I, * to be of good heart, for that tha 
melancholy remembrance of his mother and sister, with whom 
he has lived aii his life, is the probable cause of these dreams ; 
find that they, as I think, are gone to Heaven, and have nothing 
more to do with this worlds' A few days after, the same Indian 
returfts, giving thig'^mVaccouht as before, and with confirmed 
«uspielons jrespeetingrthe fearful delirium of our new christianu 
iSttspecting there was something in it, I immediately hastesed 
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to his house, and found him ntting. On my enquiring how h« 
felt himself, 'Well,' he replied, smiling, ^and entirely free 
from pain ;' but added, ' that he got no sleep at night owing to 
the appearance of his mother and sister, admonishing him to 
hasten his baptism, and threatening to take him away imex- 
pectedly.' He told me over and over again, with his usual 
unreservednoss, that this prevented him from getting any rest 
I thought it probable that this was a mere dream, and worthy, 
on that account, of neglect. Mindful, however, that dreams 
have often been divine admonitions and the oracles of God^ as 
appears from Holy Writ, it seemed advisable, in a matter of 
such moment, to consult both the security and tranquillity of 
the catechumen. Being assured of his constancy, and of his 
acquaintance witli the chief heads of religion by previous In- 
terrogatories, I soon after baptized him with the name of Leiiiis. 
This I did on the 23d of June, tlie eve of St. John, about the 
hour of ten in the morning. On the evening of tlie same day, 
without a symptom of disease or apoplexy, he quietly expired. 

" This event, a fact well kno^^^l to the whole town, and which 
I am ready to attest on oath, astonished every one. I leave my 
reader to form his own opinion ; but in my mind I could never 
deem the circumstance merely accidental. To the exceeding 
compassion of the Almighty I attribute it, that these three 
Indians were discovered by me in the unknown recesses of the 
woods; that tliey so promptly complied with my exhortations 
to enter my town, and embrace cliristianity ; and that they 
closed their lives after having received baptism. The remem- 
brance of my expedition to the river Empalado, though at- 
tended witli so many hardships and dangers, is still most grate- 
ful to my heart, inasmucli iis it proved highly fortunate to the 
three wood Indians, and advantageous to the Spaniards." 

What a lesson have we here ! and how strangely perverted 
by him who gives it! Is it not matter of mar\'el, that aman 
can paint such a scene of misery and death in which he was 
the chief actor, and then congratulate himself that he was so ! 

He found these Indians, he tells us, innocent and happy, 
" without discontent, vexation or disease ;" exposed, indeed, to 
hardships, but accustomed to these, and enduring them^ with 
cheerfulness. He removed them to his iovm ; he clothed them 
decently, as he calls it ; " but the bandages impeded them like 
fetters, so that they could scarcely move a step." He fed them 
daily ; but they pined for theur cool, shady forest The old 



VM>tiier languished some months in an incurable consumptlOBi 
nd then expired. The poor girl, ** who had entered the tofm 
HiU of health and beauty, soon lost all resemblance to herself} 
tfll, withering by degrees like a flower/' she too fell a Yictito 
to the spirit of proselytinn. Her brother did not long sunrjTe 
the loss of those, who had so long been all the world to hiiik. 
The forms of his mother and sister haunted his slumbers, and 
called him from a life that suited not the child of nature. Ho 
became delirious, was. baptized, and died the same evening. 

" The remembrance," adds the missionary, " of my expedi* 
tion to the river Empalado, though attended with so many 
hardships and dangers, is still most grateful to my heart ; inas- 
much as it proved highly fortunate to the three wood Indians, 
and advantageous to the Spaniards." 

Fortunate ! Spirit of Mercy ! Fortunate! to be seduced from 
their free, green woods, to droop and die in a missionary vil- 
lage ! Fortunate! to lose peace, health, contentment and life, 
and to gain christian baptism ! It had been fortunate for them 
if the tiger that tore the father to pieces, had spared neither 
mother nor children ; for then they would have perished at 
once, and escaped the lingering miseries that* awaited them. 

I shall be told that I think and speak as one of the worldly- 
minded. I do so. I have no reference to Heaven. When a 
man loses his happiness here, in this world, I consider that a 
positive lamentable loss. I do not stop to calculate what are 
the possible chances of remuneration in another state of being; 
and I think we should have a wiser and a better world of it^ 
if others would do the same. If, whenever we have clearly 
proved that any action results in misery here, and is therefore 
wrong, we are to be told, that all this misery will be made up 
to us in Paradise, and is not, therefore, in itself an evil — then 
may we as well give up all idea of ever distinguishing good 
from ill, or right from wrong. What avails it, that we make 
the most just and accurate estimates of earthly consequences, 
If these are all to be falsified in heaven ? If to every calcula- 
tion on this side the grave, there be an after-reckoning, how 
can a single account be closed, or a single inference drawn 1 
We might, in that case, as well be foolish as wise, be blind as 
clear-sighted. In short, earth were not worth studying, nor 
her thousand phenomena worth a moment's examinatioii ; 
there were nothing to be termed right, for we cannot see ths 



«nd ; nor any thing to be pronounced wrong, because what la 
pain in time may bring bliss in r^emity. 

If this be so, it is indeed true that the wise and prudent hare 
no advantage over their neiglibors. We must, in very earnest, 
walk by faith and not by sight ; and a dark, stumbling time 
we shall have of it. As for our dictionaries and vocabularies, 
we may as well make a great bonfire of them ; for they will 
be of no farther use. And we may add to tlie pile every other 
book but the Bible and biblical commentaries. All other books 
apeak of tliis earth ; make worldly calculations ; draw worldly 
inferences; speak of actions as, from their consequences, 
good or bad ; make comparisons l>rtwepn the earthly lives of 
men : and all these calculations and inferences and conse- 
quences and coniparipons are good for noliiing ; nay, worse, 
they mislead and deceive us. 

As I said, / close the account in those rofrions where I can 
see and estimate those conseciuenc-rs only which I can perceive 
and judprc ; and tlierefore I am free to declare, that I think 
DobrizhofTcr, and his thousand missionary brelhn n, who smite 
on earth to save in Heaven, arc blind leaders of the blind, who 
destroy the rude virtues and simple enjoyments of the savage^ 
without substituthig in their place, either true wisdom or en- 
lightened happiness. 



RCIilGIOUS REVIVAIiS. 

BY JOHN NEALE. 
[Extracted from the Free Enquirer.] 



The town (Hartford) had been considerably excited by the 
exertions of a party of Methodists, I believe ; and the leaders 
of the Calvinistic creed thought it necessary to make some ex- 
traordinary effort. Accordingly, private meetings were held 
in all the churches and societies, and rumours circulated dark- 
ly, under the surface, of a great " awakening" that was going 
on, doing its work secretly, as some vast subterranean fire, that 
would end in convulsion. Business, by the members of that 
eect, was suspended ; and they moved about anxiously, as if 
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awuilng a snpernatural catastrophe; until, at length, the minds 
of the community were supposed to be sufficiently excited, and 
their curiosity roused. Then proceedings became more public 
Parson Beecher was sent for from Boston^ and on his imme- 
diate arrival, a meeting was announced to be held that evening, 
at the brick church. [Now, look, and observe, and calculate, 
what an overwhelming effect the machinations of this infernal 
plot must have borne, like a shadow of a tempest, over the 
minds of the people.] The autumn was considerably ad- 
vanced, and the evenings began to be long and dreary and 
melancholy. This one was peculiarly suited for the operation 
of the grand engine, which was to be wrought to its fullest 
power, to be expanded and evolved — like the drama of a 
mighty vision. As the shades of twilight settled heavily over 
the town, the bell of the great brick church opened with a 
solemn monotonous peal. The inhabitants, principally of the 
lower and middle classes, who were curious to hear the famous 
Dr. Beecher, began to pour out from all parts ; and rolled on like 
a vast tide, towards the house, wliicli was quickly filled to 
overflowing. Then was apparent the minute attention to effect. 
The building was purposely kept dark and sepulchral. The 
lamps were few and dim. Just a blaze of light about the pulpit, 
and the remote parts obscure and uncertain. The bell con- 
tinued to toll heavily. More than an hour had elapsed since 
the assembling of the congregation, and yet they remained, 
waiting anxiously, every peal of the bell, toll — toll — falling 
with intenser weight upon their spirits ; filling the gloom with 
images of the past and future ; and summoning up thoughts 
and associations of the tombs and the dead — passing along 
over their minds like funeral processions. I felt my blood run 
chill, said my friend, as I stood there in the midst of the vast 
multitude; their faces all turned up to the light, looking ghastly 
and distorted in the pale blaze that fell upon them. 

At length an opening was seen near the door, and a crowd 
gave way ; there advanced swiftly up the aisle, a dark, haggard 
shape, looking less like a man than like a troubled spirit. The 
mass of faces closed again densely, behind him, as he ascend • 
ed, with a rapid pace, the steps of the pulpit, and stood forth 
to the eyes of the people. 

As it were a rush of silence passed over the congregation ; 
and as the bell struck its last peal, there settled down upon the 
house a breathless hush. The preacher stood for a moment 
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aolemnly; ihta clasped his hands, shut his eyes, and numnnred 
'%B inaudible prayer. The hymn was selected — deep, despairing 
and trembling — the music, was a dirge. Then came the ser- 
mon. He named his text, and dashed at once into the heat of 
his exhortation. " I must rend away," he said, and extending 
his long bony arms to the utmost, he swept the air with in^ 
tense slow earnestness — " I must rend away the veil of time, 
and show you the terrors of eternity." He descanted on re- 
pentance, and condemnation ; on the vast influences, the 
almighty hitelligence, the regeneration from the chaos of sini 
and a thousand crowded incoherences, shadowy and fearful ; 
and then broke at once upon hell and its torments. He leaned 
far — far over the pulpit ; and peered, as it seemed, 4nto a pro- 
found beneath him ; — ^his eyes started out distended, and his 
lip quivered (excellent acting.) It was there — 

*' The roused ocean of deep hell, 
Whose every wave breaks on a living shore, 
Hcap'd with the damn'd, like pebbles." 

He heard their howling and gnashing of teeth, and shuddered. 
He saw the smoke of their torments go up, a cloud, living, 
palpable, terrible — and covering his eyes, turned away. Hi0 
voice became low, and husky, until it sunk into silence. 

The effect was tremendous. Many would have fallen, bnt 
they were kept up by the pressure of the crowd. And many 
would have cried out ; but the silence was heavy upon them, 
and they could not lift it. Like men in a dream they strove 
powerlessly. Then came the awful chant again — something 
about standing upon a precipice, slippery and in darkness; 
and hearing the torments going on beneath them — (Here my 
friend repeated the hymn, word for word — ^he said the words 
were stamped upon his memory as with a branding-iron.) 
And then the prayer — the agonized supplication — the writhing 
— ^the cry — the shriek of despair. 

Most of those assembled there that night went home ; they 
knew not how — ^many passed the remaining watches of it hi 
howling and wailing — and some went out, for the remnant of 
tiieir lives, maniacs. 
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FABLE I. 

7!^ OwU. 

Ir my readers be christians, they should like parables ; if 
tiiey be heath^M, they should like ftbles ; if they be honest 
fellows, they diould like all that does no harm and intends 
good. 

Now the owls were the laziest and the most dull and stupid 
of all the birds of the air. While the eagle soared above the 
mountain's erest to hail the sun before his rising, and the lark 
carolled his matin in the blue fields of ether, the owls were 
snoring ; when the thrash and the blackbird, retreating ftom 
the heats of noon, filled the deep groves with their melody, 
the owls snored out the sylvan concert ; and when the mtt 
cushat poured his evening tale of love into the ear of his 
listening mate, the owls were still snoring in their unbroken 
and dreamless sleep. 

It chanced, most naturally, that when towards midnight, the 
heavy, big-headed creatures half-opened their stupid eyes, and 
half-stretched first one drowsy pinion and then the other, that 
their stomachs craved for food : whereupon, after much yaivn- 
ing and stretching, they dragged themselves from their hples, 
and went prowling after bats and mice in the dark. Tired 
with their hunt, and not over-c(mtented with their snppjBr^ 
which was both coarse and scanty, they thus laid thdr heads 
together. And, however dull by nature, and doubly addled by 
sleep, they were for once stimulated by hunger and disappoint- 
ment -to something like ingenuity. 

Said an old, gray-headed owl : << This baibarous eiinciae ill 
suits with my years and my gravity." 
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** And this bubtrons fiire," said a pert idle youngster, *^ ill 
suits with the youthful activity of my stomach." 

^ FU stake my reputation upon it," said a third, shaking his 
dull head, ^ but that proud, self-sufficient gormandizing eagle 
has eaten a whole sheep for his sapper." 

'* And I'll stake mine," yawned a fourth, '^ that his first cotksin 
the vulture, and his second cousin the hawk, have feasted, the 
one on a fat lamb, and the other on a hen and chickens." 

" Chut !" said the first old graybeard, " we'll feast ere long 
on sheep, lamb, hen, chickens, and all; ay! mayhap on the 
eagle's own little ones, to say nothing of those of his cousins." 

" How 80 ?" hooted out the whole junto — " You would not 
fight the king of birds ?" 

" Let me alone for that ; there are better weapons than beak 
or talons ; and so he and his subjects shall find. But you must 
all aid in the enterprise." 

" If there be no fighting, and not too much labor, and not 
too much — " 

" Peace ! there shall be nothing but sleeping." 

« Sleeping ?" 

" Ay, and some talking. But leave that to me." 

Here all the heavy heads poked forward, closing in a circle 
round their Nestor ; while all their great round eyes opened in 
full stare upon his. 

" To-morrow you must all sleep as usual, until I give a loud 
hoot ; then you must all open your eyes, and observe what 
shall chance." 

Tired with so unusual a debate, all went to sleep accordingly, 
and snored louder than usual; until, just as the sun had awaken- 
ed to full life and stir all the feathered tribe, the old owl hoot- 
ed and screeched forth such a yell, as first terrified, and then 
attracted on wings spurred by curiosity, though still trembling 
with fear, every bird of the air, from the giant eagle to the 
diminutive wren. 

** A vision ! e vision !" cried the owl ; and again he screech- 
ed and again he hooted, rustling up all his feathers, flapping 
his wings, blinking his eyes, and tumbling head over tail, like 
a bird drunk or distracted. 

Every creature present stared and wondered, and blessed 
himself by turns. 

^ A vision, a vision ! a miracle, a miracle !" again shotted 
the owl. <' I have seen a bird larger than the oatrich, and 



r4BLB8. It 

a storm from ike regions of Hdl, and passed from their pre- 

sence, leaTing behind her the imp veUed, blinded, and armed"^ 
with the semblance of CuiMd's weapons. \ 

Young Lore awc^e, and saw the children of earth shrink 
from his approach, and rmder homage to the phantom. He 
shook his Iris pinions, and soared to Hearen ; and Erinnys 
stood again before the infernal throne. 

^ U my errand sped, and am I master on earth?'' said the 
Infernal King. 

'^ ETen as I promised," said the Fury. ^ Lore hath for* 
saken the earth. Under the form of beugion I aroused the 
fears and commanded the submission of mortals ; and our Imp 
now reigns on earth in the {dace of Love, under the form of 

HTMSN." 



FABLE VIL 

TVie Shuth <Sba hlandet in London, 

A South Sea Islander found himself in London. Many 
were the strange sights that met his eyes, and strange sounds 
his ears. The fog, the smoke, the noise, the confusion, the 
throng of people, and foul pressure of habitations !•— 'Twas 
quite another thing from all his previous imaginings, and quite 
past his comprehension. " This people," said the inhabitant of j 
Tonga, '' must be sadly pressed for earth room, or must be 
more, fond than our lovers in their cave."* Thereupon a 
noisy company of smartly equipped youths tumbled an old 
market women on his shoulders, which again, tumbled both 
him and her into the mud. The youths laughed; the old 
woman scolded, and the Tonguese got up and shook himselt 
Said the latter, " Is this European affection ?" 

** I wish I could learn the names and purposes of some of 
these many fine things," soliloquized our South Sea savage as 
he wandered through the streets, until he stopt before a large 
building with a fine portico. Alter some minutes passed in 
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silent contemplation, observing a sober citizen who stood ob- 
serving him, he asked in his best English, which, though bod, 
was intelligible, to whom the great house belonged. ^* To God,V 
said the citizen, and passed on. " I am just wh^re I was," said 
the Tongucse. 

A loud hubbub now called his attention, and, looking round, 
he saw a great crowd gathering from every side, huzzaing 
M'ith caps in the air; and, presently, distinguished a iine ma-, 
chine, gilded all over, and moving along like a house upon 
wheels. " What is that ?" said the islander, to a boy that was 
running past him. " The lord mayor of London," said the 
boy, and ran on. 

Our Islander, having admired the show, continued his walk, 
and ere long passed another building larger and more elegant 
than the first. An old fashioned, portly man, in a three corner- 
ed hat, edged with gold lace, and a baton in his hand, was 
sermonizing some boys, for trundling hoops and marbles under 
the porch. 

\^'aiting till the lecture was over, he accosted with much 
respect the old man, and enquired who owned the great house, 
whose precincts he was protecting. 

" This, sir, is a church ; and he who lives in it is God." 

" Truly," said the Islander, " but God is well lodged, and 
OM'ns large possessions ! He must be a rich and important per-* 
son among you. Pray is he the lord mayor ?" 

" The blasphemous rascal !" said the old gentleman. "Away 
with you ! or I break this stick over your shoulders." The 
Englishman flounced into the building and slammed the door, 
and the South Sea inhabitant walked on, saying, " Now these 
are strange people !" 

After a walk of some length he found himself in front of 
St. Paul's, and looked round to see whom he might question 
without offence. He had twice circumambulated the building, 
when lie espied a small entrance, where, from time to time, 
some persons came out and others went in. He stept up to 
the door, and, entering immediately after a decent looking 
woman, he enquired of her to whom the edifice belonged. 

The woman stared, and our Islander repeated his question. 
" I ask who owns this house, and who inhabits it." 

Tlie woman drew herself up to her full stature, and answer- 
ed, " God." 
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^' Pray, madam — ^I mean no oflence," said the Islander — 
** how many houses does God own, and how does he do to in- 
habit all of them ?" 

" The wicked infidel !" exclaimed the woman, and. walked 
od with a quickening pace. 

Our Islander's curiosity was not yet silenced ; bo he looked 
round, and i^ied, coming towards him, with a brisk step and 
m air of consequence, a young man hi a flowing gown of 
)lack. 

" Pray, sir," said the South Sea native, accosting him, 
^ Who is God, and what office does he hold in thi» country, 
eeing that he owns all the largest houses, and — '' 

'^ Turn the heathen out of doors \" said the man in black to 
he door keeper. 

" Truly this people are but savages," said the Tonguese. 

It was now evening, and our Islander was again wandering 
lirough the labyrinth of brick walls and stone pavements, with 
oth eyes and both ears open to the novelties around him. 
rhe lamps were all kindled, and shed a brighter light than the 
lingy sun of those afflicted regions had shed at noonday. He 
vsa suddenly startled by the piercing shrieks of a woman ; 
nd, hurrying towards the spot from which they proceeded, 
ound two rough looking men dragging a young creature 
hrough the mire, and administering, by turns, blows and 
ibuse ; while a crowd of boisterous males followed, hooting 
ind laughing. The antipodes of European civilization here- 
ipon thrust himself forward, and had nearly rescued the vic- 
im, when he was forcibly pulled from behind, and, turning, 
wiw a man with a lank, grave visage, who commanded with 
^oice and gesture his attention. 

" Interfere not, stranger ! for such I see thou art. The wo- 
nan is a child of perdition, even a harlot, sold to the devil." 

" I shall thank you, friend, for any explanation you will 
rive me of the ways of this place. But first — ^what is a harlot, 
ind who is the devil ?" 

'^ The devil is king of this world, -and a harlot im hi» prime 
ninister." 

" I beg your patience," said the Islander, after a pause ; 
^ But is the devil also lord mayor of this city 1 And is that 
lie mode of paying respect to his ministers ?" 

'* An' thou be not a scoflfer," said the man of gravity, " thou 



16 OF IBN AMD WOHBIC* 

work of human rniproTement Men and women will equalljr 
be allowed to profit by experience; and, if they have committed 
an error, to remedy and surviTe it They will equally be taught 
to listen to the voice of suflfered miseries, not as to the knell of 
their future fate, but as to the words of a friendly monitor, 
dearly purchased and highly to be prized; and they will 
equally be permitted, if they have strayed from the paths of 
moderation and virtue, to return to a better and a happier lift^ 
like the prodigal son to the arms of his father; and to learn 
prudence from past excesses, and wisdom from former faults. 



NO. 11. 
WEALTH AND MISERF. 

BY ROBERT DALE OWEN. 
[Extracted from the New-Harmony Gazette.] 



IVie aggregate of those objects that supply the wants 
and contribute to the comforts of man, is wealth. 

A man who has a regular supply of the objects of necessity 
and comfort is a wealthy man. He who has them not, is a poor 
man. 

It has been found convenient to represent wealth by por- 
tions of the precious metals, and by pieces of paper called 
money. Money, then, is a conventional representative of 
wealth ; adopted, in many nations, principally because it is 
more portable than wealth itself. 

Money is not wealth, no more than words are ideas, or the 
painting of a horse is the animal itself. Yet, in consequence 
c^ the facility to exchange money for wealth, which at present 
exists in this and other countries, called civilized, many of us 
have become accustomed to regard these two as synonymous 
terms ; and even to say wealth when we mean money, and 
money when we mean wealth. 

Let us carefully avoid this error ; for, gross as it appears, 
when stated, it is yet often unconsciously made ; and, once 
adopted, it effectually excludes from the mind all correct ideas 
on the subject we are about to treat. Let us recollect, that if 
a man were cast away like Defoe's Robinson Crusoe on a desert 
island, and had found there a million of dollars, they would 
not enable him to procure even a draught of cold water : he 
would not be richer or poorer on account of their possession. 
And, on the other hand, one whose wants and comforts are re- 
gularly satisfied is a rich man, though he possess no money i 
all we can say is, his riches have not been represented by any 
artificial sign; but they are not the less valuable on that 
account. 

The objects which supply man's wants and comforts are 



9 OAULEO AND 

We are very apt, now-a-days, to slur over our astiODomical 
difficulties; and since the facts are proved, to hold that they are 
not heterodox. The priests of the seventeenth century were 
more consistent. They told Galileo that his theory was 
heretical and unscriptural ; and so it was ; and so, but for our 
prejudices, should we all see it to be. 

Let us imagine Galileo before the Holy Tribunal of Florence, 
seeing confinement or death before him, and interrogated by 
the Inquisitors. 

Inqvisitor, All Florence rings with your heresies, Signor 
Galileo. 

Galileo, I am no heretic, so please your Holy Reverences, 
but an humble disciple of science. 

Inquisitor, 'Tis not the first time that science has played 
the heretic ; nor, if we tolerate impiety like yours, will it be 
the last. 

Galileo, I crave your patience, reverend fathers. God is 
my witness that I have never strayed beyond the boundaries 
of my own favorite studies, nor ever meddled with our religion 
and her holy mysteries. 

Inquisitor, The open enemy were less dangerous than the 
secret foe. 

Galileo. I pray your Reverence to explain. 

Inquisitor, Needs it explanation ? Needs it to repeat all 
tlie blasphemies you have uttered regarding this world which 
the Son of God came down to save, and the sun and the stars 
which God set in the firmament ? 

Galileo, Blasphemies ! 

Inquisitor, Ay, blasphemies — and uttered publicly and 
shamelessly too. But Santa Maria 1 it shall be suffered no 
longer. 

Galileo, I know not of what blasphemies you speak, Holy 
Father. 

Inquisitor, You know not ? Have you not taught that the 
earth is a globe, and revolves on its axis, and around the sun ? 

Galileo, I have. 

Inquisitor, And yet you ask what blasphemy I spoke of? 
Does the word of the Most High tell us aught of this ? 

Galileo, But it denies it not. 

Inquisitor, Did Moses, the sacred historian, believe it ? 

Galileo, I know not. I would not judge holy questions. 

Inquisitor, Your modesty is assumed too late, Signor 
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Galileo. It shall avail you nothing. Does not Moses tell us, 
that God in the beginning created the earth ? 

Galileo, He does. 

Inquisitor, That the creation of the earth and its trees 
and its plants and its living creatures, employed the Deity ^y% 
days ? and that in one day he made the sun and the moon and 
all the stars, and set them in the firmament above the earth ? 

Galileo, He does. 

Inquisitor, That the sun and moon and all the stars were 
set there expressly to light the earth ? 

Galileo. Does he say so ? 

Inquisitor, And you deny it. 

Galileo, Nay, Holy Father, I have never said 'twas not so. 

Inquisitor, Ay ! but your system says it. Men are fools, 
'tis true, yet are there reasoning knaves among them. They 
cannot believe both Moses and Galileo. 

Galileo, I perceive not the discrepancy. 

Inquisitor, You are wondrous short-sighted, Signer As- 
tronomer. Must I repeat the heresy ? and oppose the Inspired 
of God to the Professor of Pisa ? Thus, then, Moses speaks of 
the world as of the especial object of God's care, the especial 
work of his hand ; that to which all else in the universe was 
tributary ; that for which God made the sun that it might light 
it by day, and the moon and stars that they might shine on it by 
night : Moses says this world was created by God in five days, 
and the rest of the universe in one day, thus making the earth 
tlie first and great object in creation, and all else but accessory 
and unimportant. What says Galileo ? He tells us that this 
world is but a speck, a grain of sand in God's universe, one 
planet of one system, while millions of similar systems exist 
around us, each planet in the least of which claimed the divine 
care, in creation and preservation, equally with ours. Shall we 
be told that God gave one day only to the creation of the un- 
conceivable mass, and five to the creation of the grain of sand ? 
that the millions of worlds were given solely to spangle and 
ornament the nights of one little planet among those millions ? 
Yet Moses says so. And Moses speaks truth. Galileo, there- 
fore, is a liar and a heretic. This world is the centre of the 
universe. All other heavenly bodies revolve around it, at God's 
command, to light and to heat and to adorn it. For our earth 
they were mad*, on the fourth day of creation 5 and for us 
they perform their daily journeys. Thus said Moses, thus 
says our Holy Church, and thus say all true believers. 
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Galileo. Yet Mofei says not that the enrtli k itatiomrf, 

and that the sun and stars rerolve aroond h. 

Inquisitor, This is child's play, Signer ; nBbecominf yomr 
gravity, and unbecoming mine. If Moses says it not in these 
Tery terms, is it not implied— «zpressly implied, in the whole 
history of creation, almost in oTery page of the Sacred Yolnme? 
Is not the firmament placed above the earthy and are not all the 
stars set in the firmament. Is not the firmament called Hea- 
ven ? and have not holy men in all ages looked up when they 
would look to God 1 Is not the Heaven God's throne, and the 
earth his footstool ? How then shall the earth be a globe always 
in motion ? Does our world carry heaven along with her, at 
the rate of one thousand miles a minute ? Or if not, how diall 
Heaven remain above us? And if not above us, why does 
Moses say, " God came down from Heaven to see the tower 
whicli the children of men builded?" and why was Elijah car- 
ried upwards in a whirlwind ? and why did Jesus Christ as- 
cend, when lie would go to his father ? You would pervert our 
whole faith, Signer. You would annihilate Heaven and Hell ; 
fur where is there room for either in that space which is filled 
by millions on millions of systems 7 You would deny to the 
Almighty his residence, whence he looks down on the inhabi- 
tants of this prostrate world ; for how shall any being look on 
tUe whole surface of a globe at once? Or how shall we imagine 
the Deity following the earth in her orbit to see whether faith 
or wickedness prevail around her ? this is but atheism. 

Galileo. Jesu defend me from the imputation ! 

Inquisitor. Abjure your system then. When God tells 
us that the sun stood still upon Gibeon, at the command of his 
servant Joshua, let not Galileo tell us, that the sun does not 
move, and therefore could not obey Joshua's command. This 
is but a fighting against God ; a mockery of his Word. It is 
to tell us that the inspired penmen were deceived or deceivers. 
It is blasphemy, clothed in the robes of science. Abjure ! 
abjure! 

Galileo. I pray you, holy Signers, to examine the proofs of 
what I have taught. 

Inquisitor. Proofs ! Proofs against God ! Proofs to show that 
Gdlileo is wiser than his Maker ! that a mortal can disclose to 
us secrets which the great Architect himself could not reveal ! 
Away with him, guards, to his dungeon ! ( GaliHeo is led off.) 

Second Inquisitor. 'Tis a daring heretic. 
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fHrsi InquisUor. Ay! aad a dangerous. 

Second Inquisitor. Marked you the suppressed curl of bis 
lip as you spoke of Moses and his astronomy ? 

First Inquisitor. Do you ask ? I were unworthy else to 
fill this chair. I can read hearts in laces ; and Uxat's a stubborn 
one. 

Second Inquisitor. But we can break or bend it, an 'twei^ 
a heart of steel. 

First Inquisitor. See to it, brother — ^Yet stayi he is a 
favorite with the Florentines. 

Second Inquisitor. I marvel not. He has that about him 
which will command attention and win respect. And his 
theory is seducing. 

First Inquisitor. It must not spread. It strikes at the 
very root of the Church's faith. The Copernican system and 
the Bible cannot stand together. The discrepancy is too gross. 
Men, fools as they are, cannot help but see it. 

Second Inquisitor. Yet are they wondrous blind. 

First Inquisitor. But we must not tempt them too far. 
If they begin to question and to doubt — 

Second Inquisitor. I know not. I am the last to recom- 
mend toleration to so heretical a theory as this of Galilea 
Yet, if it 7nust be so — if we must yield to the presumptuous 
spirit of the times thus far — 

First Inquisitor. But the risk, brother — the risk. We can 
put him down ; we can destroy him and his theory ; why 
then leave the hydra, merely because we think ourselves an 
overmatch for him. If there were no alternative, then were I 
the last to despair of the result. If we could no longer deny 
the truth of this upstart system, we would boldly deny its 
heresy. We would call it — ay, and men should believe it — 
only a confirmation of all that Moses has written and tljft. 
Church has taught. Where we cannot break, we must bend 5 
where we cannot deny, we must explain away; where we can- 
not destroy, we must win over. But let us break and deny and 
destroy while we can. The other is but a ventured game, and 
a hazardous. To the work, then. Let us annihilate the enemy 
while we may. If we fail, let us adopt him, and teach him 
to fight the Church's battles. 

Second Inquisitor. Amen. 



LAWRENCE AND GALILEO. 

[Extncted from the Free Enquirer.] 



[The following article which wba published in the (London) Monthly 
Magazine, about the time when Wilham Lawrence, the bold and feaiiew 
materialist, and one of the most eminent suigeona and phyaolc^^ists oi 
Great Britain, being suspended for the heresy of his ounions, from the 
office by which he obtained his living, was mduced, like the persecuted 
Chdileo^ to sign a recantation of the truths he had once so ably propounded.] 

From the Monthly Magazine, 
" Wlicn in our last wo signalized the success of Mr. Lawrence,* we had 
no suspicion thai this worthy gentleman had been seduced to publiah the 
following extraordinary pai)er, a few days before the election. In now 
giving it place as a document worthy of being preserved, and which, in 
after ages, will inark the^car 182"^, and characterize the age of Greorge the 
Fourtli, we liave judged it proper to annex, in parallel columns, the never 
to be forgotten abjuration ot Galileo. Every reader of the two papers wiU^ 
by his own conunents, relieve us from the responsibility of making such as 
the circumstances deserve : 

Mr. Latrrenrti'a Retractation. 

Cullejrt' of Physiciaiw, ) 77te Abjuration of OaUleo. 

Ai>ril lf>, 1>«2. S 

Dear Sir — The renewed pub- I, Galileo Galilei, son of the 

lication by others, over whom late Vincent Galileo, a Floren- 

I have no control, of the work tine, at the age of seventy, ap- 

which I suppressed three years pearing personally in judg- 

ago, induces me to offer a few ment, and being on my knees 

observations on the subject, and in the presence of you, most 

to present them, through you, eminent and most reverend 

to the governors of Bridewell lords cardinal of the universal 

and Bethlem. The motives and Christian commonwealth, in- 

/jircumstances of the suppres- quisitors general against hereti- 

sion in question, are detailed cal depravity, having before 

in a letter to Mr. Harrison, my eyes the holy gospels, on 

through whose medium it was which I now lay my hands^ 

communicated to the governors swear that I have always be- 

of the two hospitals; and this let- lieved, and now believe, and 

ter, I conclude, is entered on the God helping, that I shidl for 

minutes of their proceedings. the Aiture always believe what- 

Further experience and re- ever the holy catholic and 

flection have only tended to apostolic Roman church hold% 
* In his election as surgeon of the Royal College of Physicianfl. 
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convince me more strongly . preaches, anu teaches. But be- 
that the publication of certain cause this holy office had en- 
passages in these writings was joined me by precept, entirely 
highly improper; to increase to relinquish the false dogma 
my regret at having sent them which maintains that the sun is 
forth to the world; to make me the centre of the world, and 
satisfied with the measure of immoveable, and that the earth 
withdrawing them from public is not the centre, and moves ; 
circulation ; and consequently not to hold, defend, or teach 
firmly resolved, not only never by any means, or by writing, 
to reprint them, but also never the aforesaid false doctrine ; 
to publish any thing more on and after it had been notified 
similar subjects, to me, that the aforesaid doc- 
Fully impressed with these trine is repugnant to the holy 
sentiments, I hoped and con- scripture, I have written and 
eluded that my lectures would printed a book, in which I 
in future be regarded only as treat of the same doctrine al- 
professional writings, and be ready condemned, and adduce 
referred to merely by medical reasons with great eflicacy, in 
readers. The copies which favor of it, not offering any 
have gone out of my posses- solution of them ; therefore I 
sion, from the time when the have been adjudged and vehe- 
sale was discontinued to the mently suspected of heresy; 
late decision of the lord chan- namely, that I maintained and 
cellor, which has enabled all believed that the sun is the 
who may choose to print and centre of the world, and im- 
publish my lectures, have moveable, and that the earth is 
therefore been granted only as not the centre, and moves, 
matter of favor in individual Therefore, being willing to 
instances to professional men, take out of the minds of your 
particularly foreigners, or to eminences, and of every catho- 
scientific and literary charac- lie Christian, this vehement 
ters. My expectations have suspicion of right conceived 
been disappointed by the pira- against me, I, with sincere 
tical act of a bookseller in the heart, and faith unfeigned, ab- 
Strand, named Smith. When jure, execrate, and detest, the 
his reprint of my lectures was above said errors and heresies, 
announced, I adopted the only and generally every other er- 
measure which could enable ror and sect contrary to the 
me to continue the suppression above said holy church ; and I 
of the work, namely, an appli- swear that I will never any 
cation to the court of chancery more hereafter say or assert. 
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for an injunction against thia by speech or writbg, f 

person, being encouraged by thing through which the ] 

the decided favorable opinions suspicion may be had of n 

of the two eminent counsel but, if I shall know any i 

before whom the case was laid, heretical, or suspected of hf 

The course of argument adopt- sy, I will denounce him to 1 

ed by these gentlemen, in the holy office, or to the inquisi 

proceedings which ensued, was and ordinary of the place 

that which they deemed best which I shall be. I moreo 

calculated to attain my object swear and promise that 1 1 

— ^the permanent suppression fulfil and observe entii 

of the book. It is not to be all the penitences which h 

regarded as a renewed state- been imposed upon me, 

ment, or defence, on my part, which shall be imposed by 1 

of opinions which I had al- holy office. But if it si 

ready withdrawn from the happen that I shall go contr 

public, and the continued sup- (which God avert) to any 

pression of which, in confor- my words, promises, protej 

mity to my previous arrange- tions, and oaths, I subject r 

ment, was my only motive for self to all the penalties t 

incurring the trouble and ex- punishments which, by 

pense of a chancery suit. holy canons, and other con 

As to the charge of irreli- tutions, general and particu 

gion^ again hinted at in the have been enacted and pron 

court of chancery, I beg to gated against such delinquei 

repeat what I have already ex- So help me God, and his h 

pressed in my letter before al- gospels, on which I now 

luded to — ^that I am fully im- my hands, 
pressed with the importance I, the aforesaid Galileo i 

of religion and morality to the lilei, have abjured, sworn, p 

welfare of mankind — that / mised, and have bound mys 

am most sensible of the dis- as above, and in the fidelity 

tinguishing excellencies of those with my own hands, x 

that pure religion which is have subscribed to this pres 

unfolded in the New Testa- writing of my abjurati 

ment ; and most earnestly de- which I have recited word 

sirous to see its pure spirit word. At Rome, in the c 

universally diflfused and acted vent of Minerva, this 22d 

on. June, of the year 1633. 

«ru, , .«T»r,^T^ I> Galileo Galilei, have 

WM. LAWRENCE. ', , ..I 

» r, r,, «.«-.. .«_..„ jured as above, with my o 

a. C. Glynn- Bt., Frendent of BrideweU i , ' -^ 

and Bethkm, Ac. nana. 
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A TRACT AND A WARNING. 

BY ROBERT DALEJ^EN. 
[Extracted from the Free Enquirer.] 



We received the following letter through the poet office : 
To the Editors of the Free Enquirer. 

" Please accept this small tract, as coining from one who has 
fears of your eternal destiny ; please to read it attentively, and 
should you feel inclined to make any remarks in your * Infidel' 
paper, you are at liberty so to do. But, remember ! there vnll 
be a day, when you will legret that you ever turned itfieaf ear 
to those warnings which are contained in that blessed book 
' the Bible.' I wait an answer in the next number of your 
paper. A. M. Z. 

NeW'Yorky. July 14,. 1839^" 

In this letter I found enclosed a small tract published by the 
American Tract Society, and entitled " Quench not the Spirit." 
I suppose A. M. Z. thought it veiy applicable to our cases. Its 
commencement reads as follows : 

ClUENCH NOT THE SPIRIT. 

" ' My children,' said the old man, * the words of your djring fiither will 
be few. I wish them to sink deep into your hearts.' Then raismg himself 
a little in his bed, with a dewree of strength which he had not been able to 
command for several of the last weeks orhis sickness, he proceeded : 

" * When young, I enjoyed religious privileges, and was the subject of oc- 
casional serious reflection. When just entering mv sixteenth year, religious 
impressions were made on my mind with unusual force. I seemed to hear 
a voice continually saying to me. Seek religion now. I was unhappy ; my 
former amusements lost their relish. Still I was not willing wholly to reUn- 
quish them, and obey the voice which ur^ed me to seekrengion immediate- 
ly. One day,, after much reflection, I dehberately promised to God, that, as 
soon as the season of youthful amusement was past, I would give myself 
to religious pursuits. My anxieties immediately left me ; I returned to my 
amusements,, andthe whole subject was soon forgotten. 

<' When at twenty-five, the monitory voice returned, reminded me of my 
promise^ and again pressed upon me the importance of eternal things. 
Though Iliad not thought of my promise for vears, I acknowledge its ob- 
ligations, but an imm^iate fulnlment seemed more impracticaue tlum it 
did nine years before. I vowed, with increased solemnity, tha^ vrhen the 
cares of a rising fiunily should subside, 1 would certainly attend to the ooo- 
cems of religion. 
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semblance of that, we shall secure all the fruits of their ind 
try; we will possess ourselves of the land and make th 
work it as our servants ; and we will take unto us the hon 
of their raising, and their sons shall be our bondsmen and 
our bidding, and their daughters shall be the creatures of < 
pleasure ; and we will buy them for gold and make them 
spised. And, behold, all the people shall be ours in tl 
misery." 

6. And the rich merchants and money-lenders did accc 
ing to their saying, and they did multiply money and len 
out at usury to the people. And the people, for the moE 
did give of the fruits of their industry ; even ten fold an 
hundred fold did they give. 

7. And the money of the merchants became as so mi 
bills against the people. And the same was multiplied n 
the fruits of industry sufficed not to answer the claims aga 
them. And the labor of the people counted as nothing 
reason of the money of the merchants ; and the people ^ 
bowed down beneath their burdens and sore vexed. 

8. But so it was, notwithstanding their afflictions, they n 
tiplied and grew. Then said the rich merchants and 
money-makers and the money-lenders, " let us deal wiJ 
with them, lest they get up and fight agaiitit us." 

9. And lo ! there dwelt in the land soothsayers and prop] 
and dreamers of dreams, and the same worshipped an idol 
ceeding fearful to behold. Three heads had the idol, pali 
of many colors according to the fancy of the soothsay 
And round about the idol was smoke and fire, wliich the mn 
sayers had care to feed. 

10. And the rich merchants and the money-makers and 
money-lenders called unto the soothsayers, saying, "Ck 
now and help us. 

11. " We will give ye a tythe of our possessions, and of 
money that is as bills against the people ; and we will b 
temples for your idol ; and we will show respect unto ] 
And ye shall blind the eyes of the people, and stop their & 
and ye shall frighten them with your idol, and make it sp 
our will unto them, so that they may do our will unperceive 

12. " And ye shall teach them that their misery is by 
cree of the idol; and that their reward shall be in another 
which the idol shall give unto them ; and that accordin, 
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they do the will of the idol in the life which is, eyen so sAiall H 
be done unto them in a life which is to come. 

13. ''And this shall be the will of the idol, that he shall ex- 
pound unto them : ' All that befalleth you is of the idol. Your 
miseries are his judgments, and his judgments are blessings, 
because of the good which he hath in store for you when your 
life shall be ended.' 

14. " And moreover ye shall teach them, saying, * Because 
the idol is terrible ye shall appease his wrath. And thus shall 
ye appease his wrath. Ye shall do the will of your task- 
masters, and ye shall give unto us of the leavings they leave 
unto you. And ye shall work over-hours for the advantage 
oi the idol, and give unto us the fruits of your over-hours, 
withholding nothing, for the idol is a jealous idol.' " 

15. And the soothsayers leagued with the rich merchants 
and with the money-makers and with the money-lenders. And 
they spake unto the people, and the people hearkened unto 
them, and trembled before their idol, for behold the people 
were ignorant 

16. And so it was, when the soothsayers had blinded the 
people, even to their own misery that they had blinded them, 
and made them give of their poverty to the idol and of the 
fruits of their over-hours, they called the rich merchants and 
money-makers and money-lenders together, and spake unto 
them, saying, 

17. " We have kept faith with ye, and so are we in mind to 
ocmtinue, if so be that ye fall not off in your contributions, but 
make good all your words unto us." 

18. Then did the rich merchants and money-makers and 
the money-lenders swear unto them, saying, " So and so 
betide unto us, and worse also if we do not according to our 
promise." And behold they doubled their presents to the 
soothsayers, and bowed down the head before them in the 
eyes of all the people. 

19. Then said the soothsayers, "It is well. Yet behold 
there is danger from an engine of Belial that is in the land, 
and that multiplieth the words of the dead and the words of 
the living. Now must ye secure that engine, lest peradventure 
it spread abroad words unfriendly to us and our idol. Then 
shall our craft be overthrown and yours also." 

^ ^ 20. And the rich merchants, and the money-makers and the 
' money-lenders marvelled at the wisdom of the soothsayers. 
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day when you shall regret having turned a deaf ear to audi 
warnings." If such a day indeed arriye when I shall stand 
before the judgment-seat of a Great Immaterial Spirit, to 
answer for the deeds done in the body — then and there will I 
defend my honest scepticism. Then — ^when the secrets of all 
hearts shall be known, there — before that Being who can dis- 
tinguish and appreciate sincerity, will I say— as I say now 
— that for my heresies I am blameless. If A^ M. Z. be there 
to accuse me^ how shall he establish his accusations ? Let us 
imagine the scene. 

Accuser, During thy mortal life, thou didst turn a deaf ear 
to holy warnings. 

Mortal. Nay, I heard thjem, but believed them net 

Accuser. Thou hast not known on earth the Gveat Judge 
before whom thou now standest in Heaven. 

Mortal. True. There I knew him not, for he concealed his 
being from me. Here I know him ; for he reveals to me his 
cxislcncc. 

Accuser. I warned thee of his existence. 

Mortal. And I believed not the warning. 

Accuser. Dost Ihou confess thy fault ? 

Mortal. I have no fatdt to. confess ; but I confess my hnman 
ignorance. 

Accuser. Thy ignorance was thy fault. 

Mortal. To Thee ! hitherto unknown Spirit, I appeal. I 
knew thee not on earth, ibr thou didst conceal thy existence 
from me. I thought not of thee nor of this day of judgment; 
I thought only of the earth and of my fellow mortals. Hie 
time which otiiers employed in imagining thy attributeSi I 
spent in improving the talents thou hadst given me, in adding 
to the happiness of the companions tliou liadst placed aroand 
me, in improving the earthly habitation thou hadst made my 
own. I spoke of that which I knew ; I never- speke of ibee^ 
for I knew tkee not. To thee I appeal from this my accuser. 

Judge. Thau hast well spoken. I plaeed thee on earthy not 
to dream of my being, but to enjoy thine own. Thou hast 
well done. I made thee a man, that thou mightest give and 
receive happiness among thy fellows, not that thou shouldert 
imagine the ways and the wishes of Gods. Even as thou oon- 
demnedstnot the worm that has crawled beneath thy feet be- 
cause it knew thee not, so neither do I condemn thy worldly 
ignorance of me. 
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-^ih wliich they were vexed ; for behold the woman had jour- 
neyed much through the land, and tarried in many of its cities 
and its villages. 

3. And the woman, in her isle, was bom of the tribe of 
rich merchants and of the money-makers and the money-lend- 
ers, who were there, even as on the great continent, and yet 
more mighty. Yet, so it was, that the woman loved not the 
rich merchants nor the money-makers nor the money-lend- 
ers; neither in her isle had she loved them, nor in the great 
continent, to which she came as a stranger, did she love them 
— -for she knew them, 

4. Then did the woman raise her voice in the midst of the 
city ; and she smote the pride of the soothsayers, and measured 
the maw of their idol, and showed how it devoured of the 
iVuits of the people and took the bills of the money-makers, 
and how the fruits and the money which were sacrificed unto 
it passed into the garners and the coffers of the soothsayers. 

5. And so it was when she cried against the idol and against 
the 800thsa3^rs, that the rich merchants were glad ; yet feared 
they, that the people should hear. And they crowded to the 
woman's presence, so that the people should not find room ; 
and they bade the woman ask golden tickets from those Who 
should hear her ; but she would not. 

6. Then raged the soothsayers with a great rage. And 
straightway they sought the creatures of a base spirit, who 
held the great engines that were for the people's good, but 
which they turned to the people's hurt, and they spake unto 
them, saying, 

7. " Are ye not ours, and have we not bought ye ? even 
with the bills which we hold of the money-makers have we 
not bought ye? And what are the money-makers and the 
money-lenders without us and our idol ? Surely they shall re- 
pent them of their doings this day, and of their hearkening to 
her testimony against us and our idol. 

8. " And now then fulfil your tasks with which we have 
tasked ye, and do ouf bidding. Work ye the engine against 
the woman, and heap on her of the filth whereof ye have such 
store ; and, lo ! if the filth that ye have be not filthy enough 
to poison her in the eyes of the people, we will supply ye." 
Then gave they of the bills which they had of the money- 
makers; much and largely did they give. 

9. And the creatures of a base spirit did according to the 
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word of the soothsayers. And they, hare false witness against 
her ; and scoffed at the daughters of the rich merchants, of 
whom many, in their innocence of the craft of tlieir father^ 
hearkened unto her well pleased. 

10. And so it was that the daughters of the rich merchants 
were frightened at the exceeding noise of the great engines and 
at all the filth which they vomited forth at the voice of the 
soothsaycrsi. But the people looked to the woman from the 
isle to sec if her heart failed her ; and when they saw that she 
was unmoved, they drew near and were curious to hear her. 

11. And, during these things, certain of the rich merchants 
and money-makers held counsel together; and they came 
privily unto the woman, and spake smooth words unto her, 
saying, 

12. " Now the thing that thou sayest against the pride of 
the soothsayers and the maw of the idol is well ; for with 
these are we sore vexed. And now are we minded to aid in 
putting down the idol, which maketh fools of the people and 
robbeth us of our wealth ; only let us work it in our own way, 
and stir not thou too mightily the people. Art thou not one 
of us ?" 

13. Then answered the woman unto them, saying, '^Do 
even as ye list. I will be no let unto ye ; but neither "will I 
pass any pledge to be silent before the people, nor to let them 
be deceived." And she waited to see what they should do ; 
and behold they did nothing, because their hearts failed within 
them. 

14. And so it was, that the storm waxed loud in the city ; 
for the soothsayers feared for their craft, and the rich mer- 
chants and the money-makers feared for their craft ; and the 
great engines were made to work in defence of the idol, and 
all men were astonished and sore confounded. 

16. Then said the woman : " The engine that was for the 
good of the people shall not always be turned to their hurt." 
And she planted one in the midst, and pointed it against the 
idol and against all who lived by the* idol. And, lo *. there 
were found to strengthen her in the battle, and she stood no 
longer alone. 

16. Then gathered she with the little band who loved 
the people, and displaced the idol from one of his hundred 
temples that stood in the centre of the city. And many were 
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they who gathered to them ; and the fear of the idol waxed 
weaker from day to day. 

17. And the little hand who were the friends of the people 
did labor to discover the true and the useful, and to expound 
the same unto the people ; so that they might be no longer 
deceived. 

18. And the people did hearken and did enquire and did 
read and did examine and did compare ; and lo ! they per- 
ceived the hollowness of the idol, and the craft of them that 
lived by it. 

19. And while the little band thus labored with the people 
of the city for their good, the woman from the distant isle 
moved about from the city unto other cities, to stir up the peo- 
ple against the idol ; for lo ! the idol was every where, and the 
soothsayers covered the land. 

20. And when the woman saw that the people favored no 
ItNiger the idol, and* that their ears were opened, and their 
hearts were of good cpurage, she called them together in the 
midst of the city, even in the great amphitheatre which had 
been for sights and for shows, but which was now for the peo- 
ple to assemble for reflection. 

21. And the people gathered from all parts to know what 
the woman would say unto them. And many came from the 
temples of the idol and the service of the soothsayers ; for they 
said, " What is this new thing that stirreth the city 1 Let U8 
hear for ourselves of this wickedness against which the engines 
find the soothsayers pour their wrath, and which hath turned 
the heads of so many." 

22. Then did the woman show them how, while the fruits 
of industry were absorbed by the money-makers and by the 
soothsayers through the idol, the poor were without bread, the 
children without protection, the widow without comfort and 
the people without knowledge. 

23. And then did she ask them for the charter of their liber- 
ties, where they had written themselves free, and sworn them- 
selves equal, and pledged themselves to unite as brethren. And 
she pleaded before the people their own cause, and the cause 
of their children ; and she showed them how the power was 
in their hands, and how it befitted them to use it for their own 
vantage and their own honor. And she spake bold things 
unto them, and exhorted and reproved them ; and behold, the 
people received her words, for they looked at the charter of 
their liberties and saw that they had sinned against its statutes. 
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24. And the people pondered upon these things; and the 
woman, having charged them much and often touching their 
interests and duties, and their errors and their omissions, raised 
a last testimony against the idol, and departed for a season. 



CHAPTER III. 

1. Counsel of the people, 5. Tliey count the money thai is 
against them, 7. Their reasoning, 8. Their resolve, 
16. Their pledge, 18. TTiey give in 6,000 lots for the men 
of their choice. 20. TTicir plan for the future. 21. Astonish- 
ment of the merchants and money-makers. 22. Tliat ap- 
ply to the soothsayers, 23. whose efforts are vain. 87. Covn- 
sel of the merchants, 28. They taunt the soathsayerSf 
31. who retort in bitterness, 35. and remonstrate wUh Viem, 
37. a7id mock them, 41. and reprove their frowardness, 
44. The soothsayers and merchants combine, 45. but some 
doubt. 

1. Now it came to pass, after these things, that the people 
in the great city took thought of their condition ; and they 
gathered in the public places, and took counsel together, saying, 

2. " Are we not many ? and are we not the strength of the 
land ? Is not the pride of our cities the work of our handsl 
and the fruits of the earth, what are they but the earnest of 
our toil ? 

3. " Now then how is it that we are despised when all pro- 
clnimcth our strength and our industry ? or how is it that we 
suffer when the earth groaneth beneath the fruits of our labor, 
and the market is glutted with the various productions of our 
skill ?" 

4. Then pondered they this thmg. And, behold ! the fruits 
of industry, which are the real wealth, were with them, hot 
that by which the value of the real wealth was rated — even the 
gold and silver pieces, and the bits of stamped tissue, stamped 
for duplicates and triplicates of the gold and silver pieces, was 
with others. 

5. Then counted they the money which was against them — 
even the gold and silver and the bits of stamped tissue which 
were as duplicates and triplicates of the gold and silver-piecei^ 
and they said, " What meaneth this ? For, lo 1 the money, 
which is as bills against us, is more than the many fruits of 
our labor, and turneth our labor to nought !" 
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dL Then said the>eople, "who are they that issue these 
bills against us, and make our fruits of no value?" and they 
looked, and, behold ! they were the rulers of the land. 

7. Then said they, " How cometh it that our rulers are 
chosen from among our oppressors ? are they not by the breath 
of oirr mouths ? Then looked they one upon another, and they 
said, " Lo, our ignorance hath done this thing." 

8. " And now will we strike at the root of the tree of evil 
which overshadoweth the land : we will choose our rulers 
from among the makers of the real wealth which is the fruits 
of industry, instead of from among the money-makers and the 
money-lenders who make the fruits of no value. 

9. " And we will put an end to this money-making which is 
the ruin of industry and the people ; which filleth the maw of 
this empty idol, and buildeth it temples, and pufTeth up the 
soothsayers with pride and eovereth the land with vanities. 

10. "And we will bring it to pass that each man and each 
woman, shall coimt for his own and for her own the labor of 
his hands and of her hands ; of that which each soweth shall 
he reap, and what is produced shall be counted to the producer. 

11. " And moreover we will bring it to pass, that every son 
and daughter in the land shall be raised to know and to do 
the thing which is right ; to earn with wholesome labor the 
breaS which they put into their mouths, and to understand with 
a clear understanding the law of the great charter, which our 
fathers made for our good, and from which we have turned 
aside to follow after the ways of strange nations, who are king- 
worshippers and idol-worshippers, not knowing our charter nor 
its truths, which are the life. 

12. " And it shall be, that our children shall grow up as bre- 
thren, eating of the tree of knowledge and producing the bread 
of industry without 4listinction. 

13. Then, in the days of our children, shall there be neither 
taskmaster nor servant, there shall be neither learned scribe 
bom to rule, nor ignorant bondsman nor bondswoman born to 
obey ; but all shall labor even for their own, and shall enjoy 
their own ; and shall see the truth and practice it ; and shall 
be equal in their rights and their privileges ; only according to 
their merits and their demerits shall it be unto them, even for 
good or for evil shall it be unto them ; according to the fruits 
which their labor produceth, or winneth in fair exchange, shall 
be their possessions, and according to the usefulness of their 
lives shall be their honor before men." 
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14. And, behold ! all the people said, '^ISo be it. Even thus 
will we work out the fulfilment of the great charter which our 
fathers decreed when they made themselves a nation, and 
which they decreed for their good, and for our good, and for a 
sign to all nations. 

15. " Even thus shall it be : our children shall be trained in 
tho knowledge of the great charter and in its love; and in. its 
practice ; and we their fathers will unite our hearts, and our 
voices, and our powers of numbers to win for them the birth- 
right set forth in that great charter, and which for us hath not 
been and is not now a birthright of equality." 

16. Then pledged they one to another their troth, and sealecL 
the vow in their inner minds. 

17. And straightway — for, behold ! the time was pressing and 
the hour appointed for tlie choice of the rulers was nigb^- 
straightway some were hastily called to do after the spirit of 
the people's vow. And the cry went forth among the people 
that the same should be appointed the servants of their choice. 

18. Then hastened the people at that cry from all quaifters 
of the city ; and they gave in the lots of their choice, and, be- 
hold, six thousand were found on the instant for those thai 
were called. 

19. Then said the people, " We are sure in our strength, 
and now shall we carry our vow. But who are these who^have 
been called to fulfil it ? Who are the men on whom the lots 
are falling 1" And they asked one of another, but behold thej 
were not known. 

20. Then said they, " The choice hath been made in haste^ 
and with haste there is rarely wisdom. And now, have we not 
carried two who are honest? and have we not shown onr 
strength and proved it ? Let us hold back our lots lest haply 
aught be done unseemly ; and let us prepare all things pro- 
dently against another season." 

21. And so it was while these things came to pass — ^while 
the people were pledging themselves to fulfil the words of 
their charter, and trying their strength, and proving it to be 
very mighty, that the rich merchants and the money-makers 
and the money-lenders were sorely astonished, and their hearts 
quailed within them. 

22. Then ran they to the soothsayers and to the creatnres 
of a base spirit, saying, " Blind the people ; for behold, they 
see ! divide the people, or we are lost !" 
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39. Then ran the soothsayers to their idol, and the creatures 
of a base spirit to their engines, and they cried out, calling on 
their idol, and working their engines, and throwing dust and 
filth into the air thereby to confuse the people and to blind 
again the eyes which had began to see. 
. 24. And when they saw that the people gave not ear unto 
the idol, but that they kept true unto the purpose of their souls, 
then waxed they exceeding wroth, and cried out unto the peo- 
ple, saying : 

25. " Ye are deceived ! ye are deceived ! Behold, not ye 
have done this thing, but the woman from the distant isle. 
Now are ye the creatures of a woman ; for, behold it is she 
vho hath set up this new standard, which is an abomination to 
the holy idol, and to all who live by the idol." 

26. Then laughed the people and returned the mockery, say- 
ing, " Lo ! the woman is far hence, even by the ruins of the 
great Ararat which are washed by the waters of the mighty 
Cataract. Hath she the power of the idol to work where she 
is not, or to be where she is not seen ?" 

27. Then were the rich merchants and the money-makers 
and the money-lenders sorely troubled, and they took counsel 
together, saying, " What shall we do ? for lo our traps and 
^ins are broken ; neither are our threats nor our flatteries of 
more avail ; and, for the idol, it is no more regarded." 

28. Then called they the soothsayers, and spake unto them, 
saying : " Rotten reeds are ye, piercing the hands that lean 
upon ye ; quicksands, failing the feet that trust to your sup- 
port ! Have we not fed ye with the fat and made ye drink of 
the sweet ? Have we not clothed ye in fine linen and builded 
ye houses, and paid respect unto ye in the eyes of men ? Have 
we not multiplied the temples of your idol, and made to them 
towers and steeples costly as your vanity, and high as your 
ambition ? 

29. "And now, say, what hath our munificence profited. 
Behold the temples are forsaken by all but ourselves. The 
people bring to them no more the fruits of their over-hours ; 
nor, bowing down before the idol, leave to us the laying on of 
their burdens and the division of the public spoil. 

30. " And now for what are ye, if not for ^the taming and 
the bitting and the bridling of the people 7 er what care we far 
your empty idol if it fix not the people's eyes and blind not 
their thoughts, nor bow down their spirits, through fear to sub- 
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mission ? Is your idol for us, or its temples for our service ? 
Have we not measured its maw, and proved its emptiness, and 
laughed at the tricks yc practice under the shadow of itn fear 1 
Now, of a surety, if the fear of the idol be no longer on the 
people, neither shall its weight be on us. Are we fools to hire 
ye for nought, or to pay homage to an idol that is a laughing 
stock to those for whom it was made V* 

31. Then ansi^'crcd the soothsayers in bitterness and retort- 
ed in scorn, " It becometh ye to chide with whom is the error, 
and to scoff with whom is the foolishness. Ye have proved the 
emptiness of our idol, and ye have measured its maw ! Of a 
truth the workman knoweth his tools, and the trapper the depth 
of the pit which he diggeth. 

32. " But now, go to for simple knaves who betray their 
own counsel. Poor confederates are ye ! Plotters without 
head, soldiers without heart, and comrades without faith 1 Ye 
are not of a mind one day in seven. That which ye will in 
tlie morning ye will not at night ; and we and our idol whom 
ye called in your need, and whom ye failed in the strength of 
the battle, must now bear the charge of your weakness 1" 

33. Then said the rich merchants and the money-makeiB 
and the money-lenders one to the other, " Why play we at 
words with the soothsayers ? Whose tongue is like unto thein 
expert with much practice and oiled with the oil of hypocrfHy?" 

34. Then spake they to the soothsayers saying, "Wiat 
would ye ? or what have we done that ye charge upon xa the 
evil which is abroad ?" 

35. Then did the soothsayers make answer to them, ^ Have 
ye not refused to uphold our claim upon the day which is ihe 
life of our craft ? Did yc not refuse your names to the petition 
of our framing, which was for the straining every knee to bow, 
and every tongue to speak in honor of the idol? And did ye 
not shout in approval of the decree which was as gall- and 
wormwood to our stomachs; which set apart our craift from the 
law which the people must obey, and encouraged the railing 
of unbelievers against us and our idol?" 

36. Then said the others, " Did we not warn you against 
trying the law on that question ? Did we not show ye how 
your strength lay not in the open field, nor your wisdom in 
loud challenge? Spake we not unto ye, saying, 'Lie in wait, 
for in that are ye practiced. Fight from hidden ambush, for 
thus have ye been ever victorious. But venture not into the 
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midst of the nation lest ye draw all eyes to take the measure 
bi your pride and to wonder at the maw of your idol V " 
• 37. Then laughed the soothsayers and mocked them with 
the lip : " Shall ye deceive us whose boast is to deceive all 
men ? Now speak the thoughts of your hearts, and own that 
ye grudged your earnings, and the gains added to your trade by 
the letter carrying, and the riding, and the driving, on the day 
we claimed for ourselves and for our idoi. Short reckoners 
are ye I straining at minnows and letting slip the leviathan. Is 
not half the loaf better than a crust, and a crust better than a 
ejsmtiby and a crumb better than nought ? Even to us and to 
'' our idol is it owed that ye hold the loaf in your hands which 
is made by the labor of others ; and when we would eat with 
you of the loaf, ye drive us back, even as the huntsman 
driveth his dogs from the prey which their skill hath taken." 

88. Then said the others, "Now are ye sorry grumblers, and 
greedy ! Is not the half of the loaf bestowed upon ye, and ask 
ye not for the last crumb 1" 

39. And they said moreover, " Hist and hearken I Where- 
fore do ye argue, saying, our portion shall be of this size or of 
that size, when ye ought to be up and securing it. Are not the 
people awaking to see your emptiness, and the emptiness of 
your idol, and the vanity of your craft 1 Look ye to it ! Be- 
hold the spirit of enquiry is abroad. And now consider how 
ye will resist it. Is not our danger your danger, and our 
poverty is it not your lots 1 And if so be that the eyes of the 
people are opened that they should see, and their understand- 
ings that they should perceive, and if they begin to labor for 
themselves, and that our craft goeth down and our gains are 
taken from us, then who shall fill the strong box of your 
treasury? 

40. " What are ye without us and our riches ? Is not your 
craft a hollow craft, and your reasonings are they not idle 
dreams, and all your cunning words wherewith ye entice the 
people, are they not empty bubbles ?" 

41. Then said the soothsayers ; " Froward are ye and per- 
verse; a stifTnecked and a rebellious race. Even as were 
your fathers, so are ye, vain reasoners, whose reasonings come 
to nought. See ye not that now is the great struggle between 
our craft and your craft on the one side, and the people's 
charter on the other ? And know ye not that a house divided 
against itself cometh to destruction ?" 

5J 
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42. Then said the rich merchants and the money-maken 
and the money-lenders privily one to another, '^ Great is the 
pride of the soothsayers ! Howbeit it availeth not now to set 
our faces against them. 

43. " Now, therefore, let us make a league with them, that 
we may keep the people in bondage. And it shall be, that 
when the people are blinded again, and when this commotion 
is allayed, then will we requite the soothsayers even according 
to their deserving, and humble their pride wherewith they are 
puffed up." 

44. So they made a league with the soothsayers, and said : 
" Now will we help ye, and will lend our names to appear in 
your memorial, and will speak for ye in the assemblies of the 
nation, that your day which ye set apart for yourselves, and for 
your idol, may be hallowed and sanctified. Only blind ye the 
people, that they seek not farther into the cause of their misery, 
nor become rebellious." 

45. Howbeit some doubted, and spake many things against 
the doings of the soothsayers, because they ventured all upon 
one throw, and because their counsel was rash. 

46. Now, their counsel, and their doings, and aU their wis* 
dom, are they not written in the next chapter ? 



CHAPTER IV. 



I. Counsel of those who were affrighted, 2. A change of idol 
proposed, 3. and rejected, o. A temple proposedfor .the 
young- mechanics^ 9. and opened for them, 10. Proposal 
for a mock meeting of the people, 13. Accepted: 14. Resohb' 
turns of the meeting, 19. The people laugh, 20. Perplexiiif 
of the creatures of a base spirit. 25. Tneir time-seroing. 
26. Tlie Israelite, 28. his conduct, 34. The tngioam iMeh 
men caU Tammany, 36. Stir therein, 38. Cry of the Israd- 
ite, 41. His counsel 42, followed, 45. Day for the idolpro' 
claimed, 48. and a petition framed therefor, 50. Noise in 
the city, 51. Resolves of the people, 53. Hieir exhortatUm 
07ie to another, 

1. And it came to pass that they who were affrighted because 
of the people, and because of the stiffneckedness of the sooth- 
sayers, and who saw no help on the one hand nor on the other} 
the same gathered themselves together by twenties, and by 



THS MEW BOOK OP OBBOKIOLBS. 16 

tens, and by fives, and by threes, atid by twos, and they said, 
"Lo, we are few, and there is no help in us." 

2. And they said moreover, " The idol is too ngly for the 
people to look more upon it, and too greedy for the peo- 
ple to fill it. And now let us cut off two of its heads, and 
paint the head that remaineth after a more seemly fashion, and 
seek out soothsayers who shall do our bidding more prudently." 

3. Then some answered and said, ^* Lo, this hath been done 
already in the states that are to the east. Even in the chosen 
land of the idol, and in the chosen city of the chosen land, 
where the sons and daughters of peace who speak but by yea 
and by nay, were hanged upon gibbets in honor of the idol 
and before its temples ; 

4. " Even there, in the chosen land of the idol, and in the 
chosen city of the chosen land, hath this that is counselled 
been tried, and been found of no avail. The people of the east 
are even like unto our people. Their idol indeed hath but one 
head,^ and that painted after fairer fashion, but the people cry 
out against it, and refuse to feed it, and make war upon the 
soothsayers, saying, that with one head their idol hath still 
three mouths, and that 'tis enough for the people to fill their 
own." 

6. Then rose up another, and he said, " Lo, the people are 
"vain, and we have not ministered to their vanity. The sooth- 
sayers, who have looked to our bills, have had respect unto us 
and unto our wives and to our daughters, giving to us the 
highest seats and suiting their words to our ears. 

6. "Now then let us set apart temples for the people, and 
flooUisayers for the people ; and let the temples be spacious and 
costly, and let the soothsayers be courteous and oily-tongued. 

7. " And because the youth are hotter blooded than the old, 
and sharper sighted, and quicker to move and to act according 
as they see, therefore let us first prepare a temple /or them, and 
let it be called the temple op the young mechanics. 

8. " And let the young mechanics be invited with a cour- 
teous invitation, and let seats be prepared for them, and let 
them hearken to safe counsel — how it becometh youth to 
believe according as it is told, and to act according as it is 
commanded, and to give according as it is begged, and to labor 

.fof what is given, and to be thankful for what is given, and to 
bless the idol for every thing — ^let it be for plenty or for pover- 
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iy, for health or for sickness, for flood or for Are, or for broken 
bones." 

9. And so it was that the counsel was received, and a ton- 
pie was set apart for the young men, and the soothsayer! 
blessed and prayed, and exhorted, and expounded, and entreatr 
ed. And the young men greatly marvelled and blessed them- 
selves for wonder ; and the people laughed exceedmgly. 

10. Then rose up another, and he said, " Now behold the 
people arc united to put down the craft of the idol and of aU 
who live by the idol— -of the soothsayers, and the law-maken^ 
and the money-makers, and the gamblers on change, and all 
the blood-suckers of the people, who thrive by the peopled 
misery, and who, through the people's misery, buy their Toices 
and become their rulers, making decrees to oppress them end 
to confound them, and to make their fruits of no value. 

11. <^ And it shall be, now that the people of this our grett 
city are united among themselves, that the sound of their 
union shall go forth, and the people of other cities in other 
states, and of the towns and villages in this our own state, who 
even now are stirred up by the voice of the woman, shall take 
note of what is doing in this our city, and shall stretch ibrth 
their hands to the same work. 

12. '^ And now lest the people take courage throughout the 
land because of the doings in our city, let a meeting be called 
as of the people of the city, and let men be found to gaintey 
the doings of the people, and to call them the doings of the 
woman and her friends." 

13. And so it was that this counsel also was received ; and 
a meeting was called, and a few were gathered together, and 
words were put into their mouths 5 for lo ! they had none of 
their own. 

14. And behold these men, who were men of straw and 
puppets moved by wires, were made to say, " We are of the 
people, and we know nothing of the many things that hxve 
been spoken and done. The people are happy, and are free^ 
and are pleased with the idol ; and they hold the soothsayeia 
in honor, and they know not of money-making whereby their 
fruits are of no value, nor of gambling on change, which is 
not in the fair spirit of trade, nor of charters that are unlaw- 
ful monopolies, nor of aught that is not seemly and that is -not 
for the glory of the nation and for the good of the people. iJl 
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that is, behold it is right. Ail that has been, behold it could not 
be better.' In the. idol is salvation, and with the soothsayers is 
wisdom, and with the law-makers is honesty, and by the 
money-making is plenty to all, and by the gambling is security 
to all, and by all that is and has been is our nation as it is— - 
advancing in the path of greatness and prosperity after the 
manner of the mighty nations who are to the east of the 
great ocean, even after the manner of the English and of the 
Irish and of the French and of the Spaniards and of the 
Portuguese." 

15. And moreover the men of straw and the puppets moved 
by wires were made to say, " Behold now so greatly have we 
flourished, by means of the idol and the soothsayers, and the 
law-makers and the money-makers and the gamblers on change^ 
that we multiply our temples, and our prisons, and our poor- 
houses, and our alms-beggars and our alms-givers, and our 
executioners, and our gibbets, every day. And who shall 'Say 
that these are not well occupied, and that more are not in de- 
mand and preparation ? 

16. " Now therefore are we a mighty people, and a rightee- 
ous and a holy, loving our idol and honoring all who live by 
it. And they who have spoken for new things, and who for 
new things gave their lots even to the number of six thousand, 
they were not of the people, for we are the people. And we 
know what we say ; and lo ! our blessing, which is the blesch 
ing of the people, be on the idol, and on the soothsayers, and 
on the law-makers, and on the money-makers^ and on the 
gamblers on change, and on all who eat the bread of idleness, 
and who soil not their hands with labor, and who devise 
cunning ways to fill the maw of the idol, and to bow down 
the people before the idol, and to put the wives and the daugh- 
ters of the people into the interest of the soothsayers, and the 
little children of the people into the hands of the soothsayers, 
and the daughters of the people into the hands of the rich 
merchants and the money-makers and the money-lenders to do 
their pleasure, which is an honor to the people, as may be 
seen in our streets and our hidden places and our hospitals at 
tills day ! 

17. " And we who have set forth these things are the people. 
And let all men know that we are the people : and that we 
who i^re the true people have nothing in common with the «ix 

2* 
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thousand u^ho gave their lots for new things. For lo ! to iit| 
who are the true people, all new things are an ahominatioiiy 
and all old tilings are of sweet savor ; wherefore we demre to 
look back unto the ways of our fathers before the great charter 
was procluinuMl, which was the work of heretics and of idol- 
haters, and to hear no more of liberty, which is a presump- 
tuous doctrine; nor of equality, which breedeth strange 
thoughts." 

18. And, having arranged the words to their fancy, they 
who devised them gave it in charge to the creatures of a base 
spirit to send them forth by means of their engines through 
the city and through the land. 

19. And so it was that the people of the city, when they 
saw the words, laughed exceedingly, and all who read them of 
the people throughout the land said, " A foolish enemy hath 
done this thing." 

20. And it came to pass during these things, while the peo- 
ple were ranging themselves on the one hand, and the sooth- 
sayers with tlieir idol, and the rich merchants, and the money- 
makers and the money-lenders were ranging themselves on the 
other, that the creatures of a base spirit looked out from behind 
their engines, and were sorely troubled, not knowing what to 
do. 

21. For they said, " Is not the money, which is as bills 
against the people, with those who stand by the idol; but is 
not the real wealth with tlie people, and have they not the 
power of numbers ? 

22. " And now what if the people, who are as a thousand 
to one, sliould say, ^ We will not that these bills lie against U8| 
making our fruits of no account ; but we will that our fruitSi 
which are the wealth of the land, regulate the quantity of the 
money and affix its value !' Now should the producers of the 
fruits take the power in their hands, this will they do ; and 
then where are the money-makers and the money-lenders and 
the gamblers on change ?" 

23. Then said they moreover, " If we should anger the peo- 
ple in the hour of their struggle and in the time of their need, 
will not their wrath kindle against us, and will they not trea- 
sure up their wrath against the day of their power, to wrest 
the engines from our hands and to scatter us before the 
wind ?" 
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84. But said they also, '' Who knoweth what may chance, 
or how long the idol may prevail or the crafts of those who 
live by it? Now is it not better to serve the idol while it 
stands, and to take of the bills of the money-makers while 
they are going?" 

25. And thus were they sorely troubled and divided, not 
knowing where safety lay. And they bowed low to the idol 
and to the soothsayers and to all their company on the one 
hand, and, as they could, from time to time, they stole a bow 
to the people on the other. 

26. And now there was in the city among the creatures of a 
base spirit, one who called himself the High Priest of the Jews; 
he who founded the great city of Ararat, whose ruins are on 
the shores of the great island among the waters of the mighty 
cataract 

27. The man was of the tribe of Israel, and worshipped the 
Israelites' idol, (which was not the idol of the soothsayers;) 
yet was he said to be of the sect of the Sadducees, not laying 
much store by any idol, and treating all prophesies of other 
worlds as fables. 

28. And behold the Israelite worked an engine and put forth 
daily a great scroll, and his praise was always to the strong 
and his eye to the money bills. Yet did his heart love a joke; 
and, but for the money which was with the idol, he had lauded 
merrily at its three heads, and at its maw, huge as that of the 
fish that swallowed the prophet without the crushing of a 
bone. 

29. But, as it was, he was sore troubled when the woman 
from the distant isle came into the city, and took up her testi- 
mony against the idol, and measured its maw and exposed its 
emptiness. 

• 30. And in that day he worked his engine like as one dis- 
tracted. Now was he with the woman and with the people 
against the idol, and now was he with the idol and the sooth- 
sayers against the people and the woman. 

31. And lo! while the Israelite was divided between his 
hatred of the idol and his love of the money which was 
with the idol, there was a place given to him, at the receipt of 
customs, which brought to him eight thousand shekels of silver, 
and more also. 

32. Then said he, "I will pass my engine into oUfbr hands, 
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seeing^ that the times are growing troublesome, and ^that 
questions embarrassing are arising. Yet will I secretly keep 
my hand also on the engine, for who knoweth how it may 
serve? and it shall bring to me four thousand shekels of 
silver over and above the receipts from the place in the great 
port" 

33. Then did the Israelite according to his saying ; and his 
scroll was lengthened and breadthened ; when, behold ! iiom 
being High Priest of the Jews he would be also King of the 
city. 

34. And now so it was, that there was a wigwam in the 
city, and a tribe of savages who dwelt therein ; and the name 
thereof was Tammany. .Whence these came none knew, or 
cared to enquire. Dut what time the people were busied with 
the idol, they had taken the city in possession, selling its plaoei 
and its rich offices to the highest bidder ; and at the hcAd of 
the savages, in their wigwam, was the Israelite and his engine. 

35. And so it was when the days came for the choice of the 
rulers, and when the savages, according to their cuBtom, had 
pricked down the names of those who had bought their hm^ 
that the cry of the people arose, and that the six thousand 
lots were thrown to the men who appeared on the aide of the 
people's vow. 

36. Tlien great was the stir in the wigwam, great as in the 
temples of the soothsayers. The Israelite sware by the idol of 
his fathers, and all the savages sware by the idols of ihat 
fathers, and a clamor as of the war-hoop arose in the dty. 

37. Then cricjd the Israelite with an exceeding bittei; ay, 
for he thought of his seat in the customs, and he said, " 'When 
the people spy out the land, shall so many shekels be given 
for so little labor ?» 

38. Then called he aloud, " Verily this regardeih na alL 
Money-makers, and money-lenders, and gamblers on change! 
look to your coffers! look to your crafts ! look to your houses! 
look to your lands! Rebellion ! sedition ! treason ! The people 
have broke loose ! The people have broke loose ! The men of 
industry are looking abroad, and we shall all have to work iior 
our living !" 

39. Then it was as was showed in the last chapter, that the 
rich merchants and the money-makers and the money -leaden 
called upon the soothsayers in wrath and in despair, and that 
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ihib soothsayers retorted, and were stifihecked, and prevailed 
iyver some and offended others. 

40. And so it was, that the Israelite drew apart with those 
who halted between two opinions, for he said, " Shall I risk 
all upon a throw? and that throw upon an idol with three 
heads, and upon soothsayers with no heads at all?" And he 
said, " The chance is too small ; verily, the prospect was fairer 
when I called the tribes of Israel to the nortnem wilderness, 
and laid the foundations of Ararat in a swamp." 

41. And behold, as he departed from among the soothsayers, 
and those who clave to the soothsayers, he lifted up his voice, 
saying, " We see indeed two ways in this matter, yet are not 
our hearts on the same thing ? The purpose of all, is it not to 
eaX of the fat of the land that is produced by the sweat of the 
people, and to fill the high seats of honor which are seats of 
easy profit, and to protect the bills of the money-makers from 
challenge by the men of industry ?" And they made answer 
rmto him, " Yea." 

42. Then said he, "Let the two parties of us work in the way 
that pleaseth us. You who count upon the idol and upon its 
power among the people, will cry, * Heresy and Atheism P 
But I, who count for little in these days the fear of idols 
with three heads or one, behold I will cry, " Robbery and 
murder !" 

43. Then went they their way through the city, the one 
party crying, " Great is the idol of the soothsayers, and great 
is the wickedness of them that despise it ! Lo, its eyes are full 
of lightenings, and its mouth is full of smoke, and it treasureth 
up wrath against the day of vengeance. Now arm its priests 
with the sword, ye people ! that they may cut down its enemies 
before its face, so may the city be saved from the wrath which 
IS to come !" 

44. And moreover they whose trust was in the idol called 
unto the people, saying, " Now set apart unto the idol a day 
of fasting and of prayer, a day of lamentation and a day of 
rejoicing — of lamentation for the new things which are spoken, 
and which are an abomination to the idol, and of rejoicing, be- 
cause that the idol in its long suffering mercy hath not destroy- 
ed the city utterly." 

45. And moreover these called unto the people, saying, 
^ Now in this day, who is for the idol and who is not for the 
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idol 7 Who is for the idol let him come forth and let hin 
his hand to our petition, so that one day in seven be sanctifif 
the idol and set apart for the craft of the soothsayers. 

46. "In that day none shall work throughout the land, 
only the soothsayers ; and none shall speak throughout the 1 
but only the soothsayers. And if any man or woman 
is not of the soothsayers shall open the mouth, save onl; 
cry, * so be it !' after the words of the soothsayers, that : 
or that woman shall be fined in his substance or in her 
stance, and shall be enclosed in prison walls; and the powc 
the law and its vengeance shall be upon all who pretcn 
see, or to hear, or to judge other than by the soothsaya 
showed to them. 

47. " And moreover the petition shall be that none i 
move, to journey to and fro in the land, to walk, no 
run, nor ride upon horse nor upon ass, nor upon ox, 
upon any manner of creature, nor to drive in chariot, no 
wagon, nor in any manner of moving thing, upon earth, 
upon water, nor in air ; save only in honor of the idol, 
to witness the service of the soothsayers, and to hearke 
their words ; for this shall it be lawful for to journey, 1 
for men and for women and for asses and for horses and fo: 
manner of living things. 

48. "And moreover the petition shall be, that none f 
work within doors nor without doors, neither to reap no 
sow, nor to gather nor to fetch nor to carry, save only to f 
and to carry first fruits, and offerings of gold and silvei 
honor of the idol, to the soothsayers. And moreover on 
day, none shall run after vanities, neither to sweep no; 
wash, nor to clean after any fashion, nor to bake, nor to bi 
nor to dress nor to undress, for lo the idol is tlie idol, and i 
it is power to clothe and to feed and to wash and to rei 
lovely all who believe in it, even as the lilies are clothe 
the field, and as the oyster is fed in its place, and as the be 
are washed by the rain of heaven. Now then, oh people! t 
sider these things. Come forth and fall down before the i 
and sign your names to the petition ; and be ye apart f 
the unclean, which are the heretics and the atheists who 
without the idol in the world." 

49 And while they whose trust was in the idol cried tl 
things, the Israelite and his company lifted up their yo 
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Jlddcm^uidiilmdid they cry. << Fire and UoodriMd 
and rape .are abroad! Lo, they that have nothinc 
kite abODt to seize all, and they that have all are about to kiae 
«i6^1iiiif ! The people have drunk wine and are dlstractjBd* 
91iay have.hearicened to the woman whose purpose la thai 
jHfiryman pick his neighbor's pocket, that every woman aeiie 
tor neighbor's husband, that what is npw Jacob's shall be 
>Ateraham'8^ and what is now Abraham's shall be Jacob's, that 
flie earth riiall be chaos as before the days of Adam, and that 
men and women shall live in chaos no wiser than the first 
pair before they eat the apple." 

AK And lo! while these parties raged iu the city, some 
eryiog one thing and some another in order to confound and to 
allfln and to beguile and to divide the people, the people looked 
It and one upon the other, and they said, " Is it such men 

iheae, roaring like mad bulls of Bashan, and witnessing liee 
the people, and imagining absurdities which our fore- 
would have despised — is it such as these who have 
called to make laws under the great charter 1 

M' ^ And now let this thing be understood. We will no 
loager be troubled with this idol, nor with its soothsayers 
BjJking them a cause of dispute in the nation. But let every 
man have his own idol fashioned to his fancy, and let him keq> 
it in his closet and shut his door upon it, and let him be to it 
m soothsayer. 

£2., ''And for these money-makers and for their craft we 
wili put them aside entirely. Well was their evil foretold 
by the father of our great charter, even by Jefferson, tiad so 
sorely as we have proved the evil will we put it away from 
among us. 

83. "And for this Israelite and for his wigwam, 16 ! they 
are too foolish to be regarded. Every man to his post 1 While 
the people have slept, the strong-holds of the nation havf$ 
been seized by robbers, and the great charter of their equal 
privileges hath been infringed by traitors. Every man tP his 
post I and let him prepare his' mind and his heart to win for 
his children what he hath felt the want of himself — equal 
knowledge, equal protection, equal maintenance, equal privi- 
leges, equal enjoyments. Then, in the generation whose youth 
shall be reared in wisdom, all crafts that are useless shall dis- 
appear from the land, industry shall be held in honor, interest 
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flhall be on the side of honesty, and crime and misery and 
oppression and violence shall be no more remembered among 
men." 

54. And now this is the history of the first wakening of the 
people in the great city, and of all that they did, and of all 
that was imagined against them. And lo ! the farther doings 
of tHe people shall they not be written when they have per- 
formed them T 
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